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MAIL DROP 


Time waits for no one. The Grim Reaper holds your card. Might as well enjoy the ride, and hit those streets hard. 

Mail Drop c/o THRASHER PO Box 884570 San Francisco, CA 94188-4570 
You can also e-mail us letters and art via: mail@thrashermagazine.com 



TUFF TOWN 

Since 2003, San Francisco City and County 
law “prohibits skateboarding on any city street 
at any time, on any sidewalk in any business 
district at any time, and on any non-business 
district sidewalk commending 30 minutes 
after sunset and ending 30 minutes before 
sunrise” (BoS SF). Skateboarding on sidewalks 
during busy times of the day can be hazardous 
to both pedestrians and skateboarders. Not 
only does this law make the sidewalks more 
dangerous, it is also improperly enforced, with 
skateboarders being cited for skateboarding 
anywhere other than a skatepark. The goal of 
this letter is to spread awareness about the 
skateboarding law in San Francisco in hopes 
that skateboarders will protest and petition to 


change the law so that skaters have the same 
rights as cyclists. Skateboarding on sidewalks 
can be hazardous to anyone on the sidewalk. 

If a skateboarder is trying to “bomb” one of 
San Franciscos’s beautiful hills they may have 
to jump off their boards to avoid a person 
while going 20-plus miles per hour. Sidewalks 
can also have bad cracks and can be uneven. 
Pedestrians can also hinder the experience of 
the skateboarding by presenting potential 
obstacles. Pedestrians can be hit by skaters 
who are going down a hill at high speed and 
be killed. After calculation, one can deduce 
that bicycling is 142 percent more dangerous 
than skateboarding, yet bicyclists are allowed 
full use of a bike lane and the entire road. 

A low percentage of skateboarders (.0007 
percent) are sent to the emergency room each 
year, whereas .01 percent of bikers go to the 
emergency room each year to be treated for 
related injuries, but cyclists have more rights 
when they are on the road. Given the risks 
involved, the law should treat both sports 
equally. Skateboarding laws should be more 
publicized so that skaters are not wrongfully 
cited when skating outside of skateparks. 

This law needs to be better publicized and 
eventually amended to be safer and more 
enjoyable for pedestrians, drivers, bicyclists 
and most importantly skateboarders. 

Drake Jordan 

Sunnyvale, CA 

They gotta catch ya. — T-ed 


PRO FESSER 

I create. City my landscape, zone inside 
headphones and I escape. Sounds cross fade 
and fade into the fray. No longer afraid, as I 
face my fears and prove my skills on all four 
wheels. Soar through the air, then compare 
styles for the next few miles. Hover above the 
clouds as I push through the concrete jungle. 
The outcast among you, with a hunger for 
perfection, perfect trick selction with 
increased progression, in downtown sessions. 
Broken plys define a way of life that provides. 
As the day ends, gather with friends and 
attempt to master the pure craft of intent. 
Peter Schmidt 
Eloy, AZ 

Runs in the family. — T-ed 


SPACE INVADER 

Dear Thrasher television, I was a hardcore 
groupie in the early ’90s. As I got older, I got 
fatter and gave up being a skate groupie. I also 
gave up on the scene for drugs, jail, work and 
egg yolks. Then I took some Peyote, got lost in 
the woods and got abducted by aliens. They 
flew me in their UFO to an unknown planet 
and used me as their guinea pig! The stuff 
they did to me was not sexual, it was more of 
a mindfuck. During free time I watched midget 
wrestling. The aliens had me strapped to a 
metal bench, naked with only socks on, and 
they were sticking long pointy objects into my 


ears, mouth, and eyes. As time went by more 
Earthlings were captured and tortured. A lot 
of them died. One guy that I met was a skater, 
and he was weird. He referred to himself as 
the mayor of EMB (whatever that means). 

He looked like Jeff Grosso. The mayor was 
able to steal a set of keys to a UFO and we 
were able to break out during sun rise (when 
aliens sleep), hijack a square UFO and fly back 
to Earth where we crashed into the Indian 
Ocean. We were stranded but we survived on 
lobster, crawfish and jellyfish. We did see a 
couple dead bodies float by and I was tempted 
to eat one ’cause I was so sick of seafood. We 
eventually got saved by the Coast Guard and 
they took us back to America since it was the 
4th of July. As I sat on my couch eating egg 
yolks wrapped in alligator skin flipping 
through the channels, I noticed a skateboard 
show and I really enjoyed it. It’s great that 
your magazine finally upgraded to TV. I was 
digging that dude with the fake teeth. He 
reminded me of an alien that I had a crush on 
when I was abducted. Can you give me his 
phone number? I would like to do things with 
him that no alien has done. 

Sally Seaweed 
New York City 
You need to phone home. — T-ed 

YOU FIRST 

People say the Internet killed skating. Even 
Thrasher has said that. If so, you’re guilty of 
murder because you guys post videos all day. 

Chris Pena 

A skateboard ain’t a gadget. — T-ed 4^ 


ENVELOPE OF THE MONTH: Budge Boom / Ashland, Oregon 
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Envelope of the Month winners receive a free shirt and stickers. Include shirt-size. Inmates must give a separate address for the prize to go to. 


“He reminded me of an alien that / 
had a crush on when / was abducted" 
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MASON SILVA 


BLUNTSLIDE • PHOTO BY ELEMENT ADVOCATE BRIAN GABERMAN • #MADETOENDURE • ELEMENTBRAND.COM 
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“My backyard is 
■ having some technical 
difficulties right now ” I 



DESERT BREEZE PARK 

My mom used to take me to the park to watch 
fireworks — before the skatepark was there. I was 
in sixth grade when they finished the skatepark 
and I’ve been going there ever since. Breeze made 
me who I am today. It’s like my backyard, it’s just 
where I go. If you don’t skate it all the time it can 
be weird, but motherfuckers who go there a lot 
got it figured out. I 
met all the homies that 
I still kick it with today 
at Breeze. The park is 
like a part of my body. 

It’s part of me. 


STOP AND SHOP 

It’s just a regular-ass corner 
store but it’s never been out 
of my way. It’s been in the 
way; that’s why I’ve been 
going there my whole life. 

I’ve always lived close by. The homie’s mom is 
the manager now. She asked me to work there. 

I wouldn’t even care. I’d work at the Stop and 
Shop. I have no idea how much it pays. Probably 
minimum wage. She wants me to bring in the 
Stop and Shop Baker board for the wall but I 
keep forgetting. I can’t talk about discounts or 
anything. It’s motherfuckers jobs, you know? 








THE ELECTRICAL BOX BEHIND 
THE STOP AND SHOP 


That’s been our hangout 
spot since we were kids. 

When we had nowhere to go, 
we would just post up in the 
alley on the box. Everyone 
would be there. We were 12 or 13. 

We’d get hammered at the skatepark and always 
get caught. The lights at the park turn off at 1 1 
and we’d have nowhere to go, so the box pretty 
much became the Breeze after-hours spot. 




THEM BACA BOYS 

We have two boys now with a 
third one on the way. I always 
knew I’d have kids but I never 
knew how many. If I had the 
money I’d have 20 kids! Just a 
father guiding his little pups. 

I was born for this shit. You get to be a kid all 
over again. I just let them live their lives. If they 
fuck up, they fuck up. You gotta let them learn on 
their own. I bring them street skating with me all 
the time. They get me fucking hyped up. I can’t 
be acting like a little bitch in front of the little 
homies, so I gotta just handle it. 

DIAPER CONNOISSEUR 

Getting diapers is pretty much what I live for. I’ve 
been buying diapers for five 
years straight now. I just got a 
five-month break because 
Cortez is fuckin’ potty trained 
now. So that’s all I needed. Now 
it’s right back to it. Huggies is 
my favorite brand because they hold the most 
pee. They last all night, they’re more comfortable 
and they don’t rash them out. Luvs, those are 
cheaper but they be blowin’ out, dog. We can’t be 
having that. Every couple days I gotta go to the 
store and buy diapers. If I have money I go to 
Costco and buy in bulk. 




LOCO DAD WHIP 

I had a few different cars before the van. I’d sell a 
car to buy a new car. I’ve never had a reliable car. 

I’d never spend 
more than two 
grand on a car, so 
I’ve just had 
shitty-ass cars. I’ve 
always had to work into them. AC is always 
out. I had to get my shit together for the 
kids. Can’t be breaking down. Just got a 
2000 Safari and it’s the shit! I put some 
rims on it. Put some Daytons on it. 



TRAINING FACILITY 

I didn’t even build it! This fucking chick built it. It 
only took a day — nothing too crazy. She merked 
it up real quick. The 
landlord lives in SD so 
she’s never seen it. I 
used to skate it all the 
time but my backyard 
is having some 
technical difficulties right now. It’s all fucked up. 
When we were having the first kid I didn’t know 
what I was getting into so I needed to have 
somewhere I could skate. I knew I’d be there 
100-percent every day, so when the little homie 
was sleeping I’d just go in the back and skate it. 

GARAGE/MAN CAVE 

It’s where I go to get the day going, get my 
coffee and listen to some tunes. We had a old-ass 
casino table out there 
for dice, like, a craps 
table. For a minute 
there, everyone was up 
over here gambling and 
shit. It was dope! But 
then I had to burn it 
because I didn’t have no firewood. We used to 
party out there so we wouldn’t wake the kids up. 

I haven’t been drinking since the Super Bowl, 
though. Just trying to get things cracking. It’s 
been mellow lately. 

PLAYTIME 

I get to play with the kids all day if I’m not on a 
trip. They are constantly with me. Wake up, 

Mom does homework 
with the kids, she does 
their letters and shit, 
gets their minds right 
then I just go be 
playin’! We just stay 
outside: skateboards, 
bikes, basketballs, soccer balls, all that shit. It’s so 
much fucking fun. It’s the best shit ever getting to 
watch them do shit for the first time. They’ve 
been kicking it with me for so long, they’ve 
grown in a way where they can just post up. 

You don’t gotta worry about them like other kids. 
My job is to teach them about respect, common 
courtesy and life. Kaleena’s got the books 
handled. 

DOUGSKA 

He’s the old homie. He’s the truth! He’s a just a 
sick-ass fool, fuckin’ 100-percent skateboarder, 
always down for the cause. He will take you to a 
million spots and will skate anything and 
anywhere, no matter what. He’s a Vegas legend. 
Fool’s had a crazy-ass fuckin’ life but he made it 
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Art by James Callahan 
Worbs by Abam Creagan 


A papyrus Tinder match with Cleopatra led this fella to quit skating. Turns out, she’s a royal pain. 


n ew studies of the cryptic 
written language of 
hieroglyphics indicate 
that ancient Egypt had a vibrant 
skateboard culture. Who would 
have guessed? We were asked 
to decipher some of these 
mysterious pictographs and 
here’s our results. 


Some homies convince their friend to drop in on one of the Great Pyramids. They never mentioned it’s a human sacrifice plunge for the sun. 



A squad of skaters desecrate King Tut’s tomb. A session like this is tough to keep under wraps and next comes the Mummy’s revenge. 









Some bed-bug infestations are worse than others. Your friend’s 
grimey couch has giant scarab beetles itching for a bite. 


This skater was trying to get a dog to scram away from a spot. 
You don’t want to piss off this pooch. It’s Anubis, an Egyptian god. 


Here’s a skate quest across the desert to a ramp oasis. 
However, this camel-toe Uber ride shits all over the transition. 


There’s no riddle here. If you’re going to pour DIY crete, 
make sure it’s not up against the sacred Sphinx. 
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W hat are your first memories of 
one another? 

Mike Carroll. That’s easy. Rick, 

start going. 

Rick Howard : Who me? 

M\ Rick never speaks. 

R : My first memory of Carroll was actually — 
when did you have that mini ramp in 
your backyard? 

M: I think it was probably ’87 or ’88. 

R: Okay, so like 1988 I took a road trip down 
to San Francisco with some friends ’cause 
Sick Boys got me excited to skate the city. I 
had a friend that lived in Daly City taking me 
around and he said he knew of a mini ramp 
close to him or knew of someone who had a 
mini ramp and it turned out it was your mini 
ramp, Mike. But we stopped by for a quick 
session. You came out and didn’t say a word 


and did some melon to fakies. You looked 
pissed off. Then I think I bumped into you 
later at Civic Center. I thought you were a 
jerk, actually, because you know how you are. 
It’s intimidating to talk to you, right? So I was, 
like, “That dude’s kind of a jerk.” 

M: I’ve got a resting bitch face. 

So were you invited? Did you go to the 
front door or you just went right around 
back started pumping? 

R: Probably rude, yeah. But I liked your melon 
to nose taps on the extension. You were good. 
M: I don’t remember skating it with you 
because I just remember looking out from my 
dining room window and seeing some dude 
with loose Ventures or something. That’s the 
way I remember it. That’s the way I always tell 
the story because Ventures back then were 



kind of whatevs and I had a pair and I couldn’t 
get them loose. I used to put WD-40 in them 
to try to loosen them but it didn’t really work 
that well. And his Ventures were loose so I 
remember seeing him. And then I think I saw 
him at Civic Center. 

R: Yeah, you and Jovontae were jerks. 

M: That sounds right ’cause that’s who I used 
to skate with at that time, probably. 

So how did Rick ingratiate himself into 
the harsh San Francisco skate scene? 

M: Rick? 

R: You tell me; I don’t know. It’s your city and 
you let me skate at your house. 

M: You want me to talk about how we got him 
a pass into the city? 

Yeah. 

R: You’re gonna have to ask Kelch about that. 
You may have to get him on the line. 

M: So after that time I think I saw Rick at a 
Redding mini-ramp contest. I don’t think we 
ever talked or anything or met except maybe 
at my house briefly. But then what summer 
was it, ‘89 or ‘90? I can’t remember. I went 
down to live at the H-Street house in San 
Diego and was it Tim Gavin that pretty much 
lined up us all hanging out together 
that summer. 

R: Yeah. For sure. 

M: So Rick was living at the Blockhead house 
and I was living at the H-Street house. 

Tim was staying at the H-Street house for a 
little bit and I guess he knew you, right? 

R: Yeah I met Tim from like Arizona CASL 
contests. Or maybe in LA. 

M: Yeah. So that whole summer I think we 
probably skated together. We’d go to the 
Blockhead ramp to skate and he’s come out 
to School W. I think he just hopped in the 
H-Street van. 

R: That was actually pretty insane, the shit 
that went on in that van, right? Just bouncing 
around town like a bunch of teenagers. 

Was that the summer where Mikey 
wore the same pair of boxer shorts the 
whole summer? 

R: That was probably the next summer. They 
were definitely boxers because you did not 
change those things. I remember seeing them. 
M: There was a year that I wore boxers over 
tighty whiteys’ cause I would meet some girls 
and they would make fun of my tighty whiteys 
so I started wearing boxers over them cause I 
didn’t like the way boxers felt yet. 

R: Carroll is pretty dirty. I got scabies from 
his house. 

You caught scabies off his couch? 

M: That was the one downstairs. That was 
probably in the basement. That was later, 
though. 

R: That was later? 




M: This was all early. And then we all flew 
down from SF because Plan B was starting. 

R : I think I stayed at your house in the city for 
a while and met all your friends. 

M: I mean, Rick basically lived at my house for 
awhile, I think. I remember because the first 
time you took acid you were sick and didn’t 
my mom help you or something? 

R: No, I wasn’t sick from acid, but I just got 
sick. Yeah, she helped me. 

M: So that was early Plan B days and so that 
was just like when Embarcadero was kind of 
first starting before the first Plan B video 
came out. 

Who was more unkind to outsiders in 
that EMB scene, you or Rick? Looking 
back as an adult, who was a bigger dick? 

M: James. We were cool to everyone. I’ve 
heard some funny stories about myself like I 
told someone, “Suck a dick, faggot! Get the 
fuck out of here.” And I swear I’ve never said 
that. I mean, maybe I said something like that, 
but I never tried to kick somebody out from 
Embarcadero. 

What do you think, Rick? Who was more 
unkind to strangers, you or Mikey? 

R: I’m gonna have to go with Michael Shawn 
Carroll on that one. Actually, you weren’t. 

I never saw you be unkind to strangers. 

M: I think I’ve had my bratty moments where 
I can’t land a trick and I fling my board and 
maybe stare or try to stare at everyone ’cause 
I’m mad at myself. 

R: It wasn’t just one person. It was like the 
collective thing. 

More gang mentality? 

R: Yeah. It was contagious, right? It wasn’t just 
one person. Like, you’d get it from all angles. 
M: There ’d be days there where boards were 
getting focused within, like, five minutes. 

There were probably moments that something 
like that happened. But yeah, it’s just like 
anywhere else. If you’re not a kook and you 
just hang out — 

You guys said once that one of the 
reasons you started Girl was that the 
atmosphere at Plan B made you think 
you could get retired at any moment. 
Like, your time might be up soon. 

M: That was me. And what put that in my 
brain was Sal and Hensley retiring and Sturt 
pulled me aside at the Encinitas contest and 
telling me he wanted to take photos of me 
before I’m done next year. 

R: Wow, that’s amazing. How old were you 
back then? 

M: I was either 16 or 17. 

R: That’s amazing. That was during that whole, 
“out with the old, in with the new” stuff, right? 
M: That was like during Virtual Reality. 


“I THINK WE’RE STILL M 
1 TRY ING TO FIGURE! 
PcM IT OUT NOW. p m 
WE HAVE NO PLAN” 
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Ternasky made that comment about out with 
the old in with the new and he was talking 
about Pat. You know, ’cause Pat was killing it. 

I think that was his form of motivation and 
someone like Danny can definitely vibe off 
of that. But that just like made me feel even 
more like shit. 

R: I remember seeing the Hensley retirement 
video piece at the premier. It was sad. 

M\ Yeah. Retire. What is that? He would have 
retired me in ’94 because ’94 was not a good 
year for me. 

Isn’t that the year you won Skater of 
the Year? 

M : Ha! Maybe it was ‘95. Different number. I 
got mono, I got hurt and then there was some 
other shit. There was some Girl ads of like, 
“He’s back!” as if I went somewhere. 

I don’t know what was happening but for 
some reason I was gone even though I didn’t 
know I was gone. 

R: That was, like, if you’re out for six months 
that was like being gone for a decade or 
something, right? 

M: The mono seriously lasted for three or 
four months. 

R: I’m probably lucky that I even got on, so 
I’m just thankful that I was a part of that. 

If they would have wanted to retire me then 
whatever. Yeah, I’m thankful. Plan B was a fun 
time and a fun group of guys. 


Rick is always hands on, 
especially with Carroll 


When you guys started Girl was there 
a meeting where you decided, “Okay, 
Rick, you’re gonna be in the office full 
time and have to figure out how to run a 
business and Mike you’re gonna be out 
in the streets?” Was this the plan? 

R: I think we’re still trying to figure that out 
right now. We have no plan. 

M: If we plan it we freak about it. 

R: You saw our emails today, right, Burnett? 
We do not know what we’re doing. 

M\ Oh my God. 

Do you remember some really 
painful early moments of becoming 
businessmen? 

R: I think Megan carries a lot of that on her 
shoulders. A lot of that pain. But there were 
some moments, right? Like, wasn’t there an 
Australia distributor? 

M: Employees stealing from you. 

R: We don’t need to talk about that stuff. 

What does Mikey bring to the table? 
What’s his strongest asset for the 
company? 

R: His resting bitch face. You need that. 
Someone needs to be honest and Mike tells 
you how it is. 

Mike, what does Rick bring to the table? 
What are his strengths? 

M: Positivity and fun. 
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R : Oh, I’m being all sincere? 

M: You’re really trying to answer these? 

R: We even each other out. 

Yin and Yang. I know Rick plays too 
rough. Mike, can you describe a time 
when Rick hurt you physically? 

M : Yeah, his playing too rough stresses me 
out. Sometimes I feel like a grandmother 
wishing he wouldn’t light off firecrackers or 
shoot Roman candles at me. 

R: What was that time in Colorado where you 
were kind of hurt and you kind of flashed on 
me for a sec? Remember that? 

M: Oh, no, when I had the lupus. We went to 
Colorado and the shit was swelling. 

R: Oh, it was your chest. 

M : Yeah, and he slapped me in my chest 
R: But you were actually gonna punch me. 

It was funny. 

M: Dude, I was scared as shit. 

R: He flinched. How many flinches have 
you had, Carroll? How many times have I 
flinched you? 

M: I don’t think too many times. You flicked 
my ear a few times when I had the bubble. 

So there you go. When he flicked my ear and 
it like burned my whole face for some reason. 
He’s done it and for some reason it would just 
fucking burn up my whole left side of my face. 
R: Burnett, have you ever seen the bubble 
in person? 

Yeah, I took a peek at it. 

R: It’s big, right? 

M : It’s gone now. It went away. It was a 
keloid. Jason Lee said it looked like chewed 
bubble gum. 

R: You just want to flick it. 

Let’s back up a second. Did you say you 
had lupus? 

M\ Yeah. 

How’s that? Are you better? 

M: Yeah, it was 2011. 1 was in the hospital for, 
like, eight days. It was terrible. 

R: Mike, I’m sorry. I want to apologize now 
on the record. I didn’t know at the time how 
severe it was. 

Okay, here’s my first serious question: 
Besides Keenan, who was the most 
painful departure for you guys as far as 
the team? 

M: I think the most painful one was when 
Stevie left the first time for Seek. 

R: Yeah. I think it was Jovontae for me just 
because we had never had to deal with 
anyone not being a part of it. I think he just 
got interested in other things. I feel like for me 
that was really hard as a friend and doing this 
together. It was super awkward, I felt like. That 
was awkward and painful I guess combined. 
But before that I remember Ben Sanchez 


calling and being, like, “Hey, man, I had a 
great time but I’m just calling to say I’m going 
to do this next thing,” and we never wanted to 
suggest to anyone that it’s time to move on. 

M : No, that one’s good because I think that 
one’s like a friend telling you honestly. 

R: That had never happened before, right? 

M: No, that was the first time. 

More recently, Mike took to the 
blogosphere to vent about the departure 
of a teammate. What was your reaction 
to that, Rick? 

R: Not so much a reaction to anything in the 
blogosphere. I was a part of it with Mike and 
Mike just so happened to go on the record. 
And yeah, he’s bold. I don’t have the balls 
to do that. There was a lot going on. I think 
people were curious about it. It gave you a 
glimpse of something that actually shouldn’t 
be aired out period, I don’t think. 

M: I think I aired it out because there was so 
much going on that wasn’t being talked about. 

You guys have always kept private things 
private and that was the first time that 
the nerds got to hear the inside scoop 
straight from the horse’s mouth. So it 
was shocking to some people, you know? 
R: I think, yeah, for sure. Ask Meza. 

M: People were asking me and asking us about 
the rumors and I was keeping them on the low 
while we worked on the exit strategy and the 
exit strategy was a couple months away. 

R: And we were like, “It’s all good, like 
congratulations, no hard feelings.” We’ve been 
through that before with Mike Mo. It’s like, 
“Congratulations, if a company can do that 
for you.” 


M: It’s just like everyone wants to make it 
about us against big corporations and this 
and that and, dude, I don’t care about that 
shit. I’m stoked for my friends. I just have an 
issue with certain people behind the scenes 
who don’t have a little respect for each other. 
Like us, Jim and everyone at Deluxe, Andrew 
and Baker, Dill and AVE — everyone within 
skateboarding, there’s like a little unspoken 
rule or respect or whatever you want to call 
it. It’s just a common courtesy, man. ‘Cause in 
skateboarding we all root for each other. 

I wish or hope some of the skaters that they 
hire will teach them that culture since they 
aren’t going anywhere. But it’s not fuckin’ core 
vs. corporate. So it’s funny that that interview 
conjured up that whole discussion. It’s not 
about that. It was about respect and trust. 

No matter the relationship, business or 
personal, if you can’t be a man of your word 
then I can’t have any relationship with you. 
Plain and simple. So I had to speak on it 
‘cause I knew there ’d be questions. 

Yeah, you’re probably wearing Nikes 
right now. 

M: Yep, I got one swoosh and one three stripe 
on. But there is one thing I’ll just clear up right 
now, for sure. I made a mistake with posting 
on the Chocolate Instagram. That was one 
thing that I knew I wasn’t gonna do and for 
some reason I had a weird glitch moment 
and wrote that in my notes and just posted it 
without thinking about the other dudes on the 
team. That whole thing I completely regret 
and I apologize to those dudes for it, you 
know, because that was something personal. 

I should have left all that energy and not had 
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RESTING BITCH FACE 


Chocolate representing that energy, you know. 
Because Chocolate has a couple of dudes that 
are his friends, a couple dudes that aren’t his 
friends and people who aren’t even attached 
to that whole situation. It was wrong of me to 
speak for Chico and Kenny or Jerry or, 
you know, anyone. So that’s the one thing 
I regret but other than that I do not regret 
that energy whatsoever. 

How does this video represent where 
Lakai is and where they’re going 
right now? 

R : We’re just excited that there’s a bunch of 
new dudes, there’s Simon, Manchild — 

M: Tyler Pacheco, you know, aka Manchild? 

R: It’s refreshing. There’s a positive and 
fun energy. 

M : It’s been a completely different experience 
to be with the energy that the dudes bring 
that are on the team now. It’s like a new fresh 
energy that reminds me of when Me Crank got 
on Girl. It makes me feel like a little kid again. 
R: Just going out with Riley and the guys 


that have been there, I think that’s why we’re 
excited to put this video together and 
show people. 

So we all know we do this ’cause it’s 
fun and we love it but what’s the most 
rewarding part? Why do you guys do 
it? Why do you keep doing this job and 
working this company and struggling, 
especially now that it’s so tough for real 
skate companies? What’s the payoff? 

M: It’s my life. This is what I know. It’s what I 
love and I’ve done this since I was ten years 
old. I pretty much don’t know anything else 
other than skateboarding. So I will do this 
whether it’s tough or not tough. To me, it’s 
not about that. So why do I do it? It’s because 
it’s my life. I love it. There’s some shitty days 
and then there’s some amazing days but the 
amazing days definitely outweigh the shitty 
ones. I mean, that’s just real life. Without those 
shitty days you can’t appreciate the awesome 
ones. I enjoy skateboarding still, you know? 
And it’s still the same pressure and frustration 


that I felt when I was 1 7 years old. It’s just 
ingrained in me. I’m gonna do it forever and I 
just appreciate how fortunate we’ve been that 
we’ve been able to skate this long and be a 
part of something like this for this long. 

R: Obviously just being out with friends in a 
foreign place for the first time experiencing 
new experiences with people you want to be 
on the road with. And having fun doing it. 

It’s skateboarding. It’s been everything for me 
since I first started so I’ve always just been 
chasing that and making it fun, you know? 

Like Mike said, I try not to deal with the horse 
shit but the part that we all know and feel 
from this is what keeps us doing it, you know? 

M : You deal with the horse shit because when 
you’re out you’re so psyched. You appreciate 
it that much more. 

What’s your favorite trick you’ve ever 
seen Rick do? 

M: Let me text it to you and then we’ll see if 
Rick can name it. 

Okay, Rick, what’s your favorite trick 
you’ve ever seen Mikey do? 

R: Probably the move at Embarcadero: the 
kickflip late shove it. I’d never seen that. 

I like how he caught it and did it. The one you 
filmed, is that the first one you did or did you 
do it before that? 

M : I think that was the first one that I rolled 
away from, for sure. 

M: Can you guess what I said? 

R: The Alan Losi grind? 

M: No, no, no. I mean yeah, but no. 

R: Oh, you love this one: kickflip frontside 
noseslide to fakie nosegrind. He always talks 
about that one. It’s funny. 

That’s what he just texted me. 

R: Yeah, for sure. 

M: He wouldn’t film it! What, did you do it like 
first or second try? 

R: I don’t know. It was during Yeah Right. 

With Carroll, when you’re in a heated mini 
ramp sesh, the salad grinds were pretty 
unbelievable. He’s got a pretty good salad 
grind, right, Burnett? 

Definitely. 

R: And the lien air. I think you should bring 
some of those back. A lot of your ollie grab 
mini ramp stuff I liked. You should start to 
relearn that stuff. 

M: Dude, it’s so weird how I can’t do that stuff 
anymore. Like, I’ve tried on a quarter pipe and 
stuff like that and it’s like I have no idea. 

R: Oh, you know what else Carroll’s got that’s 
pretty good? It’s not my favorite but it’s up 
there — he does a pretty mean rock and roll 
shuffle. He’s got it on vert. He can pull them 
out when need be. 

M: That’s my little demo trick. 

R: I like that one a lot. 

That’s a really good one. 

R: Should have picked the rock and roll shuffle. 4 
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INSTANT FIT FOR A BROADER MIND ^ 

THE 288 BY NEW BALANCE NUMERIC 


COLORS BY LEVI BROWN 





mark* 

KOWALCHUK 


HINK OF YOUR stereotypical cheesy nomadic artist roaming the land, full of 
bluster and self-promotion. Now understand Mark Kowalchuk is the opposite. 
Driven by the tenacity of the drawn line, his illustrations do the traveling so he 
doesn’t have to, letting the lines do 
the talking for him. — Aye Jay 

I LIKE MARK’S artwork. He has the 
amazing ability to bring a picture 
alive, whether it’s a line-drawn 
black-and-white piece or filled with 
detailed color. It’s always good when 
art has a flavor that is original to the 
creator, just as a skater has an 
original style. Mark definitely 
brings his own style to the table. 

— Frankie Hill 4 
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“Letting the lines do the talking for him ” 
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LAKAI LIMITED PRESENTS 



THE NEW LAKAI VIDEO 



LAKAI LIED FOOTWEAR presents "THE FLARE" directed by FEDERICO VITETTA a GIRL FILMS prdddction staffing RILE! HAWK. STEVIE PEREZ, 
VINCENT ALVAREZ. RAVEN TERSHY. SEBO WALKER. JESOS FERNANDEZ. DANNY BRADY. SIMON BANNEROT, TYLER PACRECO, COD! CHAPMAN. 
YONNIE CRUZ. JDN SCIANO and JAMES CAPPS n-« MIKE CARROLL m RICK HOWARD 


m. LAKAI. Ml ©LAUIL1I #IKEFLAREtAKAtVll 






ashington Street is sick. It’s way harder to skate than 
it looks. You have to pump in particular zones just to get 
speed. The run up for this trick was tough. I had to pump 
this one nipple super hard. The first few tries were pretty scary, then 
it started to feel okay, but I couldn’t get myself to put it down. I had 
to make three trips back and probably tried it 30 times each time. You 


can’t really see where you’re going on this trick, especially over the 
channel. I didn’t really know where I was in the air. You can kinda see 
at the last second when you’re coming around, but if you wait too long 
to bail you just die. On the one I landed my hat flew off and then I ran 
it over as I was rolling away! That’s the first time I’ve ever done that. 

I was so happy it was over! — Tom Schaar, Alley -Oop 540 ^ 
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DANNY WAY 


STYLE IS TIMELESS 


MADONNA - PHOTO: MIKE BLABAC 


WWW.PLANBSKATEBOARDS.COM 
BPLANB | m @PLANBOFFICIAL | @DANNYWAY 
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ith Grant Taylor you’ve got to catch 
him in the wild. No, “Hey, what trick 
are you trying?” “Can you wait while 
I switch lenses?” or “Would you mind trying that a 
few more times?” These are not questions you ask 
Grant Taylor. That is unless you want those yellow 
eyes burning a hole straight through your stupid 
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fucking skull. To see Grant Taylor skate is to witness 
an elusive feral creature in it’s natural habitat — like 
a tiger or a bald eagle or a great white shark who 
can ollie longer, farther and faster than anyone else 
on the planet. Don’t make plans. Don’t wait for a 
signal. Just grab your camera, hold your breath and 
hope you get lucky! — Michael Burnett ^ 
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MOLDED 

EVA INSOLE 


INTRODUCING REYNOLDS 

THE NEW REYNOLDS IS A TRUE CUPSOLE WITH A "POUR-IN" G6 
POLYURETHANE MIDSOLE. THIS MEANS THE FOAM IS POURED INTO 
THE CUPSOLE IN A UNCOMPRESSED LIQUID STATE TO STIMULATE 
BETTER BONDING AND FLEXIBILITY TO THE BOTTOM OF THE SHOE. 
THIS GIVES YOU THE FLEXIBILITY AND BOARD FEEL OF A VULC, WITH 
THE SUPPORT AND CUSHIONING OF A CUPSOLE. 

THE MOST DURABLE SKATE SHOE WE'VE EVER CREATED. 

7 00% BACKED BY THE BOSS. 


^ Remastered Classic 



ANDREW BROPHY 

SIGNATURE GRIPTAPE AVAILABLE NOW 


WWW.GRIZZLYGRIPTAPE.COM 
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es, be ready to roll out. I’ll keep you posted,” I said as I hung up. 

The team was packed and ready for our trip to Brazil. The only problem 
was we were still waiting for our damn passports and visas to show up! 
How could I have overlooked such a crucial component? With expedited travel 
documents “on their way,” I had to resign myself to the fact that we might very 
well not be making our flight. I looked at my phone. Only four hours until we take 
off. I busied myself by nervously packing the rest of my things. 



Levi Brown tre flips the world's 
largest roll of toilet paper. Nuthin' 
crappy about that 
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Franky and Flo had met me at the NB office in Long Beach. Franky didn’t seem 
worried. He just sat on the floor next to his luggage drawing some kind of 
Pokemon on his griptape. Phone check: three hours until we leave. We’re screwed. 

I pulled up Russell Houghton’s number, ready to break the bad news. I put my 
phone back in my pocket. I’ll give it five more minutes. Ten minutes later I’m about 
to call the whole thing off — and then I heard it: knock, knock, knock. I sprinted to 
the front of the building, squinting as I opened the door. There stood the postman, 
haloed by the afternoon sun, passports and visas in hand. Jesus! Why do I cut 
everything so close?! 




Jack Curtin, uphill nosegrind. 

Gravity is overrated 
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Marquise Henry, pre-pool-of-blood 

inward heelflip 


THREE HOURS UNTIL 

WE LEAVE. 

WE'RE SCREWED" 




85 




86 (Wjraafjer 





HURRY UP 
AND WAIT! 

Left: Putting you in a trance with a HetfrBafattce JktteMty§et6 f 

purple-pants dance. Jordan Taylor, 

noseblunt slide 


•. v »§ 


EVEN SC 

HAVE THEI 


Arto came along as the photographer so that meant the food spots needed 
to be often and on point. Proper acai in the morning was a guarantee, 
but nothing made him happier than going big for dinner and eating at a 
Churrascharia. The heat of the day seemed to evaporate and his eyes would 
light up at the sight of the feast. Churracharias are restaurants where waiters 
walk around with skewers of succulent meat, just waiting for the nod to load 
up your plate. The flood of food never stopped and it was the first time I’d 
seen Arto throw in the towel. Even SOTYs have their limits. 


Pedro sliced into this fakie 5-0 like a 
Churrascharia waiter carving some meat 


Flying into Brazil, Sao Paulo’s shaky skyscraper’s 
extended across the hazy horizon. One would need 
a lifetime to explore all of its crust. Thankfully, our 
newest riders Pedro Biagio and JP Souza are both from Brazil and were on 
the ground waiting for us. Added bonus, JP speaks fluent English, so he 
quickly became the go-to guy for everything. “ JP, can you order me an acai? 
JP, is it called a Caipirinha? JP, where’s the crapper?” He loved it. If you ever 
meet JP, ask him about his rap career as JPinga. 
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The kids at this park were lighting 
off M-80s but Flo's fakie flip blew 
up the spot. Tchau tchau, Brazil 


HURRY UP 
AND WAIT! 


HE WAS KNOCKED OUT COLD 
WITH BLOOD POOLING W, 

AROUND HIS FACE" 


We split our trip between Sao Paulo and Rio de Janeiro, where 
the Olympics had recently poured marble across the city Minus 
the visa/passport fiasco, the trip had gone really smoothly On the 
second to last day, however, disaster struck. We were checking out 
a tall, straight out rail that had a nice run-up 
but a shitty cobblestone landing. Marquise was 
still feeling good from his birthday celebration 
the night before and jumped on it immediately, 
quickly landing a switch crooks but hitting a 
parked car on the roll away. He needed that 
clean exit, so he ran back up the stairs and threw down with speed 
and confidence. Unfortunately, this time his wheel landed in a gaping 
crack and he got tossed face first into the car’s bumper. He was 
knocked out cold with blood pooling around his face. Everybody 
froze, waiting for him to move. Fifteen very long seconds later, he 
rolled slowly out from under the vehicle, clearly in need of stitches. 
We all turned to JP. “Yo, JPinga! Where’s the nearest hospital?!”^ 
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RYAN DECENZO | THE EAGLE SG 

Ryan skating David Gonzalez’s signature shoe the Eagle SG. 

Globe’s Shogun cupsole adds greater support and flexibility with a deep 
footbed for impact control. 

@globebrand | GLOBEBRAND.COM | est. Australia 1994 
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ANDREW BROPHY 

LUCAS PUIG 

BENNY FAIRFAX 

TYLER BLEDSOE 

DIEGO NAJERA 

LUCIEN CLARKE 

MILES SILVAS 


CHRISTIAN MAALOUF 
TOM SNARE 
CA S PER B RO O KE R 


WWW.WAYWARDWHEELS.COM 
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Previous spread: Mason bypasses the 
ledge and opts for the 
Good choice 
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’ve had the pleasure of watching Mason grow from a grom with a Canadian-pop- 
star haircut into the powerhouse mini gorilla that he is today. Every time he skates, 
he manages to break the laws of physics with his big ol’ head, doing the craziest shit 
with speed and finesse. I’m stoked he finally grew out of his awkward teenager phase 
and has become a fully-fledged killing machine. This midget rules. — Lui Elliott 


Hey, Mason, give me a general idea of 
your physical stature, sexual preference 
and living situation. 

I’m 20 years old, kind of look like a midget 
and am 100-percent straight. I moved to Long 
Beach with my girlfriend about a month ago. 

Why do you only eat cereal with the 
littlest spoon possible? What’s wrong 
with having a big spoon? 

Are you seriously starting this off like this? 

Yeah, man, 1 like to cut the bullshit. 

That question is bullshit, man. I don’t know! 
It’s easier, I guess. I don’t spill milk ‘n’ shit all 
over the place when I use a little spoon. My 
mouth isn’t that big. Dude, I just don’t want a 
big-ass spoon in my mouth. 


Where are you from? 

I’m originally from Manhattan Beach, 
California. 

What was it like growing up there? 

It’s pretty weird being a skateboarder growing 
up there. Usually, being from Manhattan 
Beach, you’re pretty much destined to be a 
jock. There’s not really much to do besides 
hang out at the beach and be a bro. There’s 
pretty much no skate scene and they didn’t 
build a skatepark until about a month ago, 
literally right when I moved. I mean, it was 
nice living there, though. 

How long have you been skating? 

I would say about 12 years, I guess. 
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When they knob the rail you skate the 
bank. Frontside 180 the hard way 
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Textbook back Smith to please 
his scholarly father 
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How did you get into skateboarding? 

My brother got me into it. He had Flip’s Sorry 
on VHS and I remember really enjoying 
that video. At the time I had no idea what 
was going on but I thought everything they 
did was really cool and I was really into the 
soundtrack. Around the same time, my dad 
built this really sketchy mini ramp that was 
bound to give you splinters, no matter what. 
We cruised around on that for awhile and from 
then on I was hooked. 

Who gets you stoked to go skate? Who 
are some of your favorite skaters? 

I would start with Arto, because the first 
part I ever watched that got me sparked on 
skateboarding was his. He skated to David 
Bowie and I thought everything blended 
together really well with the way he skated. As 
for recently, I would have to say Louie Lopez. 
He never stops skating; he’s always getting 
tricks no matter what and looks like he’s just 
having so much fun all the time. I want to be 
just like that. 

What was your first set up? 

I had the Tony Hawk’s Pro Skater starter kit. 

It was the graphic that had the hawk skeleton 
spreading its wings. I love that game; in fact, 

I could probably recall the whole soundtrack 
from the first two games. 

Knowing your dad is a teacher, were 
your parents supportive of your desire to 
pursue skateboarding? 

Yeah, I think they knew that’s what I wanted 
to do and that I wasn’t going to go to college. 
They had a good idea what was happening 
because with Element, they’re pretty 


transparent when it comes to talking about if 
things will work out or not. My parents talked 
to them and figured that they wouldn’t lie to 
me or steer me wrong when it came to my 
career. They trusted me and felt like I wasn’t 
going out on a limb and risking it. I didn’t 
make the final decision until I graduated high 
school and by that time Nike started paying 
me so it was kind of a deal breaker for me, in 
terms of going to college. 

Since you lived so disconnected to other 
skaters living in Manhattan Beach, how 
did you meet other skateboarders? 

Funny enough, Louie Lopez lived in 
Hawthorne his whole life, and my dad was a 
middle school teacher around there. When I 
was in 7th grade, he came home and told me 
he had some shy, longhaired skater in his class 
who was super quiet but was pretty cool. It 
turned out to be Louie, who I knew of at the 
time. We became friends and started skating 
together a bunch. He brought me around and 
I was meeting a lot of people through him. 
There was a point where he was going down 
to Black Box a bunch to skate with Ant Travis 
and Dane Burman, so I just came along and 
started to skate with them as well. He helped 
me go everywhere I wanted to go and got me 
out of Manhattan Beach, where I would’ve 
gotten stuck doing the same shit. 

So I see that your lady skates. What is it 
like skating with your girlfriend? 

It’s honestly pretty sick. It’s mellow and fun; 
we mostly just cruise around at a park and 
hang out. I know it may seem weird outside 
looking in if you’re not in that situation, but 
skating with your girlfriend is pretty awesome. 
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They purposely ate at another table 

ft I 4 beeause I was so damn annoying 







Did you get her into it? 

No, I wouldn’t say that. Last time we were at Element 
skate camp, she came with me. For the last couple 
of the days she was just kind of bored and sitting 
around, then she came out of nowhere and said, 

“I want to learn how to drop in.” Crazy enough, she 
learned how to do it by the end of the day and just 
kept with it after that trip. That was sick as fuck to 
watch happen. 

Do you have boundaries? Would you ever take 
her on a street mission? 

So one time we were about to go on vacation but I 
wanted to try a trick before we left. I took her to this 
kinked rail at 7am one day, got the trick and went 
straight to Yosemite. So, technically she’s already 
been on a mission. I think she’s been on another 
one, too, so I wouldn’t say that we have boundaries. 

It also depends ‘cause I don’t think I would take her 
on, like, a super-gnarly session. I don’t want to make 
anyone feel weird because I know some people get 
all weirded out about who’s on a session most of the 
time. But as for my friends, they’re all super cool so 
she can come along when I go with them if she likes. 

Speaking of vacations, how did you fall off a 
cliff in Big Sur? 

Oh my God dude, how did you even find out 
about that? 

I have my sources, man. 

Fuck. Yeah, basically my friend gave me a bottle 
of apple-pie-flavored whiskey and when I started 


drinking that, it was a wrap. I went out to go pee in 
these bushes outside and when I started to take a piss, 
I fell down this four-foot cliff into a bunch of bushes 
below. It happened twice. I did not learn my lesson. 

So you fell four feet to fakie into your 
own piss? 

I didn’t really think about that until now, but yeah I 
probably did. 

It seems like Element always gets the bald 
powerhouse in their ranks: Donny Barley, 
Brandon Westgate and now you. 

What? I didn’t think my name would pop up in a list 
with those guys! 

Anyways, as I was saying — how did you 
initially end up on Element? 

I guess I just stuck around long enough and went on 
enough trips that they got used to me. I was super 
annoying when I first got on. I remember going on a 
trip with Chase Webb and I think Trent Me Clung was 
there too. To this day, Cole Matthews loves to tell 
me how much stupid shit I talked about in the van. 
They purposely ate at another table because I was so 
damn annoying. 

Dude! That’s almost as bad as me! 

Do people do that to you? 

Nah, I’m just almost on the same level as that. 
Also, when I was talking about how you got on, 
I meant how did you first start getting boards? 

Oh, it really started with the Element Make It Count 
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contest with Chase and Jared. Chase was 
getting boards from Element and he put in a 
good word for me. Ryan Dewitt, rest in peace, 
came up to me and asked if I wanted to get 
boards. It kind of just went from there, but it 
was a long road from that point to get on the 
team. I officially got on two years ago, but I 
knew about a year before that because I was 
filming with Mark Stewart and the footage 
from that was going to be my welcome-to- 
Element part. 

Did they make you chop the Bieber locks 
before they gave you the official nod? 

Nah, the hair was my own choice. 

Who’s your favorite guy on the team? 
And don’t give me some bullshit cliche 
ass answer. 


I know it gets people hard when they go out 
there. But nah, I kept it mellow. I think I only 
went out one night and it was just to a skate 
bar. I tried to go to that dancing bar but it was 
too crazy and totally not my scene. 

What happened to Ryan Lee’s glasses 
when he went to the club? 

Ah fuck, I don’t want to throw Ryan under 
the bus — 

It’s not even throwing him under the bus! 
Stop being so soft, Mason. 

Fuck it. Ryan likes to have a lot of fun with 
his friends and sometimes — he just loses his 
glasses. It’s actually happened multiple times 
now. One night they went out and the next 
morning Ryan’s glasses are nowhere to be 
found. We tried to track them down but to 


“Ryan couldn't focus his eyes , 

therefore he couldn't focus the camera 


That’s an impossible question. Everyone is 
so good. 

I just told you to not give me one of 
those stupid fucking answers. 

Okay, fuck, man. It’s Evan Smith. Always Evan. 
I love watching him skate. He’s absolutely 
ridiculous and to this day I don’t know what 
tricks he cannot do. It’s not an exaggeration; 
he can literally do anything. 

What’s it like going on trips with him? 

Oh, he’s epic. Once again, unless you see it in 
person, you don’t know what he’s capable of. 
The amount of energy he has — it’s insane. 

He can go out and party until six in the 
morning, wake up at 9am to go skate and be 
exactly the same. It doesn’t slow him down at 
all. It’s magical. 

You all went to Barcelona recently with a 
few of the guys. How was that trip? 

I was there for 18 days but some of the 
dudes stayed longer. It was amazing; a high 
point for me was that it was Ryan Lee’s first 
international filming trip with us. It’s crazy 
to see your friend who you grew up skating 
and filming with go on real trip with an actual 
company. The best part was seeing him get 
along with everyone and it feels so natural to 
make a video together. 

Did you get pulled into the Barcelona 
party black hole? 


no avail. There’s this photo of Evan wearing 
them at like 3 am, with Ryan puking in the 
background and that’s the last they were 
ever seen. I didn’t go out that night. Now 
that I think about it, I should’ve. It happened 
towards the end of the trip, which could not 
have been better timing ’cause he told me he 
couldn’t focus his eyes, therefore he couldn’t 
focus the camera. If that happened the first 
day, it would have been bad. 

Seeing as Ryan is your old buddy and the 
new Element filmer, did you make that 
happen or was it just a coincidence? 

No, in fact I didn’t even know it happened for 
like a month! I noticed he was hitting up a lot 
of Element dudes and I was, like, “Oh, he’s 
just skating like normal,” because he skates 
with everyone already. Eventually, I talked to 
Cole, because he was on all of these trips, 
and I asked if Ryan was the new filmer and 
Cole just said, “Yeah, what do you mean? 

He has been.” 

What’s it like filming with one of 
your best friends for the company you 
ride for? 

It’s so unreal and weird. It doesn’t feel like 
anything’s changed. We’re on the same 
program as we were years ago, just going out 
filming like always. 

Who’s usually on a session? 

If we’re talking on a daily basis, it’s usually 
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And you can take that to the bank. 
Bluntslide pop-in, definitely not soft 






Louie, Ryan and Jared. Whoever’s around can 
hop in the car and it differs day to day, but as 
for everyday; it’s usually just us four. 

Is Louie technically the big homie? 

He is! I’m 20 and he’s 22. 

Does that mean I’m the big homie too? 

You are the big homie but you’re tiny. 

I might be the big, tiny homie, but 
you’re the little homie with a big-ass 
fucking head! 


Oh God, here we go — 

Where does that joke come from? 

It seems like all over social media, all 
of your friends call you “big head” on 
every post. 

Dude, I don’t know where the fuck that came 
from. It’s probably cause my body is all stocky, 
like a midget, but I’m pretty sure my head is 
supposed to look like this. People hear it’s big 
so they think it is big, but I think it’s pretty 
proportionate. Honestly, I think Dane just 


started that out of nowhere to fuck with me. 

Are you the only one in your family that 
has a big ol’ noggin? 

I think it’s just me. My dad might actually, but 
my mom has a normal-size head, for sure. 

How much of your weight is in 
your head? 

I would say like 20, 25 pounds. 

Pm going to go out on a whim and say 
it’s 90-percent of your total body weight. 
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I think having a physical big head helps 
you have a metaphorically small head 
when it comes to your ego, though. 

Yeah, I think it makes up for it. I just have an 
actual big head. 

Since you’re getting your Nike 
checks now, are they paying for the 
multiple times you’ve gotten into 
driving accidents? 

Ah, man, I forgot I told you about that. I 
definitely took the fault for those. I can’t take 


another point on my record or else I’ll get my 
license suspended. I’m driving super slow like 
a grandma now. 

What happened? 

The first time, I needed gas right before the 
freeway. I was in the middle lane and I saw the 
gas station at the last second. I turned right 
to get into the gas station and I ran straight 
into a car. That one’s pretty bad. The second 
was mellow: I just bumped into the back of 
someone in stop-and-go traffic. Doesn’t even 


really count, in my opinion. 

Weren’t you on a television show in 
the early 2000s that all kids at the time 
wanted to be on? 

I was on that show Brain Surge. How did you 
find out about that one? Anyways, my brother 
did a commercial for Nickelodeon at the time 
and they had my name on file. They called me 
up and asked if I wanted to be on the show. 

I definitely looked like a massive kook on the 
show, but who cares? I was enjoying myself. 
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Mason ditched the skimboard and 
blasted this heelflip off a crusty-ass 
wave. The surf is definitely up for 
Mr. Silva 






ffai 




(ft ':^r JM 

1 

M 

Mjl 

U r»V vV ' ^1 

R>'r'f> 

ySafm'.-vvV'a 

PfcmvSvq 

fe™ 

|mi 

nfl 

Eta 

>>vteuKL^ 


:fV ■ 




WVVmVeVV 


It was sick; I went down this slime tube. 

I actually have the DVD at my house. 

What are your interests outside of 
skateboarding? 

Surfing, photography and collecting vinyl. 

How did you get into surfing? 

My whole entire fucking family surfs, so I kind 
of had to. I lived right next to the beach and 
it was really natural. It’s still incredibly fun to 
this day. 

How long have you been doing it? 

Definitely longer than skating. I was six or so 
when I started. 

Do you enjoy it more than skating? 

I do but I don’t. I always think I do when I’m 
surfing, but as soon as I step on a skateboard, 
I’m, like, “Nah, I love skateboarding way 
more”. However, I think it’s good to balance 


come from? 

I’m not really too sure. I mean, I guess my dad 
likes Wilco, but he makes fun of Elliott Smith. 

I think it mostly comes from skate videos. 

Do you have any rituals or superstitions 
that you have to follow before skating or 
trying a trick? 

Yeah, if I don’t take my phone out of my 
pocket when I start trying a trick, I have to 
keep it in my pocket the whole entire time I 
try it. Sometimes I forget to take it out when I 
start going for it, but if I do it in the middle, it 
feels like everything is going to get thrown off. 
That actually goes for everything that might 
be in my pockets: wallet, keys, change. I know 
a lot of people can’t skate with anything in 
their pockets, but I just got used to it. 

Do you have any upcoming projects that 
you’re working on? 


“I definitely wanted to be 

a pro skimboarder" 


out skating with another hobby, especially as 
a paid skateboarder. When you do the same 
thing every day without doing anything else, 
you kind of go a bit crazy. I think it’s the worst 
thing you can do to yourself as an amateur or 
pro skater. 

Are you one of those, “I get up at the 
ass crack of dawn to go surf before I go 
skating” dudes? 

I used to but now I don’t. Now I usually only 
go surf on the days I’m not skating. I get 
Jell-0 legs now if I surf in the morning before 
a session. 

You mean you turn into wannabe 
Curren Caples. 

Exactly, I try to be all stylish. 

You’re super into vinyl. How did that 
come about? 

Just because I really like music and I needed 
something to do when it was rainy out. One 
day, around three years ago, I bought a few 
records and I really liked the album art on 
them. 


I have a video part that’s premiering on the 
Thrasher website any day now. We’re also 
working on an Element video and we’re going 
on quite a few trips for that. We meet up in 
Barcelona, go to France for two weeks, go 
back to Barcelona, fly into Croatia, then finally 
we end up back in Barcelona for a third time. 

You’re not working on your 
skimboarding part? What happened to 
your dreams of being a pro skimboarder? 

Dude, I don’t know where the fuck that came 
from. I think it came from the downtime I had 
when I went out surfing, waiting in the lineup. 

I got bored and I realized with skimboarding 
you could just throw your board in the sand 
and just go. I would take trips to the Wedge, 
where the skimboarders were all gnarly and 
just watch them. I don’t know why I thought 
it was so cool ’cause that shit is so lame to me 
now. I don’t think I would ever do it again. 

I definitely wanted to be a pro skimboarder, 
though. I bought all the nice boards and shit. 

I got sidetracked with my little useless wooden 
toy and just pursued that instead. 





What kinda of music do you listen to? 

I listen to pretty much everything, but my 
favorite musical artist is definitely Elliott 
Smith. I feel like he didn’t really care about 
anything else that was happening in the music 
world at the time. He was exactly how we 
wanted to be. Along with him, I love Modest 
Mouse, Built to Spill and Wilco. Oh yeah, and 
The Cure! I absolutely love them. 

They changed the sound of everything. 

Where did those musical tastes 


Besides skimboarding, what makes 
you happy? 

When I don’t have to think about anything 
else besides what is happening right in that 
moment. 

Last words? 

Thank you. I hope the big-head joke doesn’t 
grow into something bigger now that I’ve 
done this interview 

Grow like your already big-ass head? 

Fuck you, Lui. ^ 
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Previous: Best hip in 
skateboarding. Best everything, 
really. Burnside for eternity 


This flailing man is my best bud, Isaac Kenyon. He took me under his wing when 
I was a kid. This photo completely captures what good times we had at Santa 
Rosa and is also my very first photo in a magazine. Thanks, Adam 
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“Santa Rosa skatepark 
was the nexus 

of my universe” 

A * 


I started skating in 1988 when I was six. 

We lived on ten acres in Sonoma County. If 
you’ve ever been there you would never in 
a million beers think there could possibly be a 
skate scene — but somehow there was! There 
were at least three halfpipes within a square mile 
but not one curb or parking block, so naturally I 
became a transition skater. 


C£<s Yo^ ij r. 
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SANTA ROSA 

In 1994 the Santa Rosa skatepark was built and it was only 13 
miles from my house. My mom or dad would drop me off on the 
weekends and I’d skate for eight hours straight. This is where I 
met everyone that would influence and inspire me, guys I’m still 
good friends with. Hours and hours of dorking around, learning 
new shit, goofing off, flirting with girls — Santa Rosa skatepark was 
the nexus of my universe. 


U3 




“As far as skate contests go. 

I’ve taken home 

my fair share” 
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Left: Young dumb and full of cum — when the Deluxe squad 
convinces you jumping off the balcony will win you the 
contest, ya do it. Huntington Beach, CA. 1999, 16 years old 


Below: Santa Rosa park gave me no lip- 
trick talent, so I flew or dropped at this 
point. Frontside into Big O in '97 


Left: Victoria, Spain 2001. I don't remember being 
able to do frontside inverts at this age but Morf 
gives my brain a flash drive. Thanks, homie 


PRIZE MONEY 

I used to be into them. As far as skate contests go, I’ve taken 
home my fair share. The first time I went to Marseille I took 
first in the bowl riders comp, and then I reeled in a Tampa Pro 
first-place trophy. Thrasher Skater of the Year, the very first 
King of the Road team win and the 40,000-dollar first-place 
prize at the Boost Mobile contest in Las Vegas. Upson and I 
won the most prestigious doubles mini-ramp contest at Beach 
Road in Bondi Beach, Australia too. 


First time to Marseille in '02. 
Entered for fun, came out 1st 




Doomsday prepping with the jean jacket 
on in '03. Be ready for the cheese grater if 
ya stack at the bottom of this one 

14 AND LIFE TO GO 

Eventually, my buddy Jesse and I started making skate videos. In ’96 
we put together my sponsor-me tape and sent it to Antihero. Never 
got a response. I saw Bob Burnquist at The Grind in Sacramento and 
I personally handed him a copy. A week later my mom got a call from 
Mic-E Reyes, saying he wanted to flow me Antihero and Spitfire gear. 

I couldn’t believe it when my first box came. Holy fucking shit! When 
I was 14, my mom drove me to SF to meet Mic-E at Clown Alley. 
There, in that shitty restaurant, my momma handed me off to Mic-E 
and my life has never been the same. 
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Your Girlfriend- 
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Upson was watching my technique on my first ever 540 attempts 
in New Zealand in '02. After running out of a few he goes, "I've 
done the same exact thing. You ain't got it." Not pretty but I'll 
fucking take it. And fuck you, my friend 
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“My momma handed me off 
to Mic-E and my life 

|B3 & has never b een the same” 
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I saw everything 

that a 14. year old 

should never see 
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FDR has always been good 
to me. Thank you, Philly. 

Frontside thrust 



This was the day after the New York 
blackout in 2003 and the first day of the 
first KOTR. America. Fuck yeah 


SPECIAL KJMiHEROAD ISSUE 
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JUMPED IN 

My first Deluxe summer tour was in ‘97 with Quim 
Cardona, Ethan Fowler, Andy Roy, Danny Gonzalez, 
Mic-E, Gabe Morford and Christ Pastras. We went 
straight from SF to Montreal for a pro contest. I 
saw everything that a 14 year old should never see: 
intravenous drug use, blackouts, hookers and gang 
fights. I was obviously too young to go out partying 
in bars, so I would just eat with the team and then 
go to sleep. One night, all of these motherfuckers 
barnstormed my room after the bar, rolled me in a 
bedsheet, dumped me off the bed and started punching 
me. I was a little confused, but then again — not really 
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HEAD-TO-HEAD 
ACROSS AMERICA 
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“I just kept quiet 

and silently heckled the problems 
those kids thought they had” 









Hewitt and I defected from the Blue Thing 
crew and kicked it at MACBA. Day drinking and 
hanging with crust punks lead to me taking this 
chick's dress, putting it on and nollie flipping 
the big four in '05 


BRIAN JOSEPH 5EBER 
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WAYWARD SON 

The Greyhound Mental Breakdown trip in ‘99 was one of my 
favorite trips of all time. Brian Seber, Tim Upson and I each got 
hooked up with a Greyhound Ameripass. For 450 bucks you could 
get on or off any Greyhound bus in the US for 30 days. We went 
from Maine to California — listening to GG Allin — from Sid Abruzzi’s 
mom’s basement to 4th of July at FDR, from sleeping at Grand 
Central Station to skating Columbus, OH, with Donny Humes, to 
hitting Silverton, CO, with Windel and 100 places in between. It was 
indescribable. For me, that trip really showed me what I already 
assumed I was: wayward. I had to go back to high school afterwards 
and it was impossible to see eye to eye with anyone. I just kept quiet 
and silently heckled the problems those kids thought they had. 
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The boneless was chill. The climb 
down was not. 2013 



JAMWA? 


“I got the guitar. 

You got the bass. 

Figure out the drummer” 

I 
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Life 


BACK ON THE BUS 

I was gonna straight-up drop out of school my junior year. My mom said I could, 
as long as I passed an equivalency exam and get some sort of diploma — which 
I did, and said later to school forever. I still have dreams that I’m back in school, 
at my current age, trying to finish. I moved in with my dad for awhile up near 
Santa Rosa until I got an apartment with my buddy Jesse. I bought a car 
with no license and totaled it into a telephone pole, drunk on Jack 
Daniels at 1:00pm after I’d gotten home from a Tampa Contest. 

DUI. Back to public transit, which I didn’t mind at all. Still don’t. 
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Many don't know but Bad Shit was formally 
constructed in Hollywood. This is the first band 
photo ever — after a party where we stole Trixie 
from her former band 


CORPSE PAINT 

Two-thousand-five was a major year for me, both 
personally and for skating. The Antihero Blue Thing 
European tour was fucking insanity. Our first stop was 
Bologna, Italy. We got there and realized there was 
a huge metal fest going on a quarter-mile from the 
skatepark. I was reading Lords of Chaos at the time and 
I channeled what I got out of that book into my skating. 
I’ve never felt more comfortable on a board than I did on 
that trip. While we waited for a train in Lyon, I got a local 
to give me a scooter ride to go get some corpse paint 
for our next stop, Marseille. At the contest, Phelps and I 
mentally formed a band. He said, “I got the guitar. You 
got the bass. Figure out the drummer.” I told him I had a 
friend who would be down. I called her up when we got 
back Stateside. The rest is Bad Shit. 
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Backside wallride bomber, last photo 
I shot before my second knee surgery 
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“Shit done changed 


to uj6A/t 
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these days” 



Soma dome 

backside 
tail scrape 
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THAT’S ON YOU 

From the Greyhound tour to skating contests, King 
of the Road to Bad Shit, Beauty and the Beast to Tent 
City and Propeller, I’ve had every advantage. But 
advantage doesn’t make you a good skater — it’s how 
you skate. Shit done changed these days, though. 
Skaters appear on SLS and promote themselves by 
posting up selfies smoking blunts and posing with 
cute dogs. If it works for them, hey, that’s all good. 
But I have my own personal heroes that I respect 
because they kept a low profile. If others wanna put 
you on blast, that’s fine, but when you’re at the wheel 
driving into the intersection, that’s on you. £ 
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ROM 

the NEW LAKAI 

VIDEO 


BY DANIEL WHEATLEY 
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I n February of 2014, the entire Lakai team met at Spike 
Jonze’s house for a meeting. With the whole crew rounded 
up, the bosses on the scene and “The Mez” poised to deliver 
an oration for the ages, we were ready to drop the news: we 
were going to start working on a new Lakai video project. Like 
most skate videos these days, we were going to “work on it for 
a year,” and it would “be out by next summer.” Something about 
being in the presence of an Academy Award winning director 
gives you the feeling that anything is possible. Well, this thing is 
done, and in typical Carroll fashion, we are reasonably on time. 
So sit back, have Stevie pass you a brew, tell Manchild to pass 
the joint, grab the MDMA from Feds and enjoy! 


Strubing 5 all smiles while 
Wheatley takes one for the team 
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WE WERE GOI NG TO 

| ‘WO RK ON IT 
FOR A YEAR’ 





^STRUGGLE 


Raven blasts a gra« 
on home turf 






Backside floater at Derby by 
Mr. Tershy. Don't get much 
better than that 
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“IT WOULD 

‘BE OUT BY NEXT SUMMER’” 



Flaco, switch 270 frontside board on 

a tear through Spain before the pain 
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Stevie's always on the hunt for 
the cutty spots. Bump to fence. 
Good luck finding this one 


“IN TYPICAL 

CARROLL FASHION, 


WE ARE REASONABLY 


ON TIME” 
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Weird angles and crusty run-up are never 
an issue for Vincent. Ollie in Poland 
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BY DANIEL WHEATLEY 


hat’s been going on, Jon? 

Nothing. Just got off work. 


So a year or so ago you moved into a 
house on a pretty hectic corner in Los 
Angeles. What do you guys call it? 

People call it the Shit House. 


Who came up with that? 

I’m not sure. I heard it floating around 
somewhere. I remember the first time I heard 
it I was, like, “Wait — what did you call it?” 
They called it that because me and everybody 
would just get shitfaced here. Everybody 
still does. 


Any idea why it’s called Shit House? 
Wasn’t there a better name you could 
have made stick? 

We called it the Gas Station House, Alvarado 
House — I don’t know. I don’t really give a shit. 
It’s funny to me. 

You put in a lot of work on the house, 
though, right? 

Oh yeah. It was, like, a crack house when I 
moved in. The living room was split down the 
middle with wooden crates to make another 
bedroom. Sheets hanging up to make walls. 

I took all that shit out. 



Holy guacamole! Sciano, long-distance ollie 

at the Pink Taco in West Hollywood 


Give us the list of tenants at Shit House 
over the years. It has some skate history, 
right? 

Well, before I moved in I know Skate Talk Bob 
lived here. Him and Heath and them used 
to party here. Then Matt Gottwig lived here. 
Then I moved in. Since then we’ve had James 
Capps and Rye Beres. Now we have Cody 
Green and Aidan Mackey. 

How many Lakai team members have 
stayed there over the years? 

Manchild, Yonnie, Stevie, Capps, Vincent, 
Riley. Pretty much everybody under 28 
years old. 

So pretty much the whole Lakai team 
has stayed there. Who’s been the best 
roommate and who’s been the worst? 

James Capps was a very clean roommate, 
and Cody Green is my best friend, so he’s 
my favorite. Rye was 1 9 when he moved in 
and he was the worst. I just had to teach him 
everything. He wasn’t terrible, honestly. 

Aidan is awesome too. 

Who is a better grill master, you or 
Cody Green? 

Cody took me under his wing at first, but I 
think I’m better than him now. 

What’s the sketchiest thing that’s ever 
happened at the house? 

The sketchiest thing that ever happened 
would probably be either the gas station next 
door to us catching on fire or some dude that, 
while we were partying here, was walking by 
on the sidewalk and he asked if he could join 
us for a beer. We’re all, “Yeah! Fuck it!” Next 
thing we know he’s trying to sell us meth. 


Who’s been the best guest at the house, 
and who’s been the sketchiest? 

Our buddy Bag is the best. He’s a friend of 
Aidan and I and he just rules. The sketchiest 
was an AirBnb guest of ours who we think 
stole Rye’s camera off the counter, then left all 
his shit here. 

Gnarly. Are you guys still running Shit 
House as an AirBnb? 

Fuck no. That was just when we were hurting 
for a minute and we would rent out our rooms. 
People would show up, like, “You gotta be 
fucking kidding me.” There would still be five 
people hanging out from the party the night 
before. The AirBnb guests think they’re getting 
a sick place to stay, but really there’s stains all 
over the carpet and shit. 

The AirBnb guests have no idea they just 
got to Shit House. 

They had no idea. We got some gnarly ratings 
on there. 

Is it ever hard to maintain sobriety in a 
living situation like that? 

Not for me. I can’t be without my friends; 

I want to be around people. Everyone’s having 
a good time. There’s no drama. I’m really just 
kickin’ it with my buddies same as usual. 

It’s sicker when I don’t gotta pitch in for the 
beer run. 

I remember when Simon Bannerot was 
living with you guys for a minute, he 
called me freaking out because a pipe 
burst in the kitchen and you weren’t 
home. He said some homies downstairs 
helped him shut off the water. So there’s 
people living under you guys? 
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Jon back Smiths the lesser- 
visited top rope at Ft. Miley 


|“NEXT THING WE KNOW 
8M| HE’S T RYING TO I BM 
■ SELL US METH” I 


Yeah, there’s people that live underneath our 
kitchen, not the whole house. There’s, like, 
a back house I think too. I don’t know the 
logistics of the whole thing and I don’t ask 
questions. But I heard that it’s a safe house 
for illegal immigrants. I think that’s why they 
don’t complain when we have parties until 
four in the morning. 

Damn, straight People Under The Stairs. 
So while you guys are just living it up, 
they’re underneath everyone, like, 
“What the fuck?” 

Dude, I remember when we first got the pool 
table we were tripping out because that was 


around when we really started having a lot of 
people over. Then we just sort of forgot about 
the whole situation. Then we had some crazy 
party until 6am, just me and Cody tackling 
each other in the living room and shit, and not 
one person complained. 

Wow. 

Yeah, we even share a gas bill with them. 

Right now I’m trying to find a venue for 
The Flare. Should we just say fuck it and 
premiere the video at Shit House? 

Yes, dude! That would be the best situation. 

Any hopes of moving out of Shit House 


in the future, or are you trying to run it 
as long as you can? 

For my situation right now, I‘m going to run 
it into the ground. I just got a puppy so the 
house is good for it. The carpets all stained so 
she’s just having a field day in there. We got 
a yard for her. I’m chilling. It’s cheap and the 
location is good. No complaints. 

What’s going on after the video? 

Keep the sober tip going and try and film 
a part for whoever wants one. Just looking 
forward to skating how I want instead of 
skating fucked-up shit because it’s the end of 
a big video. ^ 





f **2. co 

THE WHEEL 

BY MICHAEL SIEBEN 

W ould you consider this to 
be your first full-length 
skate video? 

No, I’ve been collaborating with Girl since 
the Yeah Right! era when I was a day player, 
but I kicked in as a full-time filmer with the 
company for Fully Flared and Pretty Sweet. 

But if the question is, “Do I have more 
creative control on this one?” then the answer 
is yes. On Fully Flared and Pretty Sweet I was 
more focused on the filming, but I also started 
to really enjoy coming up with and filming 
skit ideas. So, honestly, I don’t feel that this 
is my first full-length. This is just the latest in 
a progression of the projects I’ve worked on 
with Girl. 


“VHS FOR A SKATER 
H IS LIKE VINYL 

FOR A MUSIC BUFF” 




STRUGG LE 




I 


could build something to put the camera in 
that would be indestructible. He said, “Sure, 
just leave me the camera.” Two weeks later 
he had it finished. It looks like a bowling ball 
with a hole for the fisheye. We perfected some 
things since the prototype, but that first test 
was really cool. 


Who is the easiest guy on Lakai to 
film with? 

Crazy question. It’s impossible to pick one. 
They’re all easy. They’re all homies. We’re 
just having fun with what we do! It’s constant 
jokes and fun all day. 


Do people recognize you on the street 
from King of the Road. 

Yes. It’s extremely funny. But it’s also funny 
because I’ve been recognized by people after 
Fully Flared came out. I got stopped in two 
different supermarkets by clerks who asked if 
I was Federico Vitetta and if I worked for Girl. 
But the craziest one was getting recognized 
by a TSA agent in a security line. I could tell 
the strangers behind me were, like, “Who the 
fuck are you?!” I was, like, “I don’t know. I’m 
no one.” I was pretty flattered, but it was also 
pretty awkward. It makes me smile to see 
people that are that into KOTR and skating. 


Do you think the Internet killed 
skate videos or liberated them? 

We cannot stop the evolution and 
in some ways it has really 
helped. People are now 
constantly updated in 
terms of what’s going 
on, which can be 
great. But for me, 
personally, it’s too 
saturated with clips 
and ironically seeing 
this constant stream 
of clips dilutes the power of 
the build up to a full-length 
video release. Look at all 
the people collecting VHS 
now. VHS for a skater is 
like vinyl for a music buff. 
Once you make a trick and 
it ends up in a VHS or DVD 
video, that stays forever. 

In 70 years, if you want to see 
Andy Howell or Mike McGill, 
you grab that fucking VHS. 

But I’m not sure if you can 
do the same for an Instagram 
or YouTube clip. But I’m over 
40 and a little nostalgic. I still 
want to hold the video in my 
hands and put it on the shelf. 4 


Will there be special effects in this 
video? 

Yes, we make a nod to the Girl Films tradition 
of infusing the video with some touches of 
visual and special effects. 


What’s the deal with the indestructible 
camera orb? 

I fall a lot when I’m filming skating. 

When I was scanning 
freshly-digitized footage, I 
found something magical 
in all of these clips of 
the camera falling 
and rolling on the 
ground while the 
filmer himself, 
often me, was 
eating shit. So, this 
orb idea stemmed 
out of that beautiful 
chaos. The camera is still 
filming and then there’s 
sunglasses flying and I’m 
upside down and the lens 
cracks. The thought was 
to do the video intro 
around this concept of 
eating shit. All of the 
past few intros have 
one thing in common: 
slow-mo. So I 
wanted to keep 
that tradition 
going. I am 
fortunate enough 
to have a good 
friend in special 
effects, Elia Popov 
from Jem FX, so 
I asked him if he 


Well, compared to Fully Flared , would 
this be considered your video? 

It’s a collaboration, but this time between 
Rick, Mike and myself. On The Flare I have 
way more responsibility, even with the editing. 
I’m flattered to be working on a project at this 
level with the company. It’s the culmination of 
a lot of things between us. And it’s exciting to 
see a project through after Wet Dream, the last 
film I directed, where I was able to try out a 
lot of new things I had been cooking up. 
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W hat’s been going on, Tyler? 

About to play Mario Kart. 


Is this your first Thrasher interview? 

Pretty much. 


So with The Flare coming out so soon, 
your first video part in a big company 
video ever, all kinds of firsts for your 
skate career, Thrasher wanted to know 
one thing. 

What’s that? 


Tell us why you gave up the dream of 
being a professional bounty hunter. 

Ha! 


This is the best story I’ve ever heard 
you tell, and you tell some epic stories. 
Give us the full rundown. You actually 
went out and tried to bounty hunt 
someone, right? 

So I was working. My friend’s mom got me 
a job watching this guy’s two dogs. I was 
watching them for 100 dollars each. He was 
kind of a scary fuckin’ dude who just got 
out of jail. Then when he got out, instead of 
being hood and doing hood shit, he decided 
to start catching the hood dudes. 



Tyler Pacheco: Bounty Hunter 
has a sick ring to it. Oh well — 
frontside Hurricane DTLA 


“I HIT THE MOLESTER GUY 
TELL HIM I WANT TO 
PURSUE A CAREER IN ACTING 
AND ALL THIS S#!T 


Wow. 

Pretty much. And then fuckin’ I would watch 
his dogs while he would go out bounty 
hunting. And then one day he’s, like, “I’ll 
give you 500 dollars if you go with me this 
weekend to get this dude.” So we frickin’ 
drive to Santa Barbara or some shit and he 
phones the police and tells them, “Yo, I’m 
a bounty hunter. I’m here to pick up so and 
so. It’s me and my accomplice,” and his 
accomplice is me, and I’m like fuckin’ 15. 

We get out of the car and he hands me a 
bulletproof vest that says “Police” on it and a 
Taser and a flashlight. So he’s, like, “You get 
in the backyard and I’m going to bust through 
the front, and if he tries to run out the back 
you gotta get him.” So I hop this guy’s wall 
and walk toward the backyard. Then, all of 
a sudden, he’s got these two fat pitbulls. The 
bounty hunter asks me if I’m in position — 

So wait, are you guys on walkie talkies? 

No, he just yells this to me. And then tells 
me to run in the front with him. The bounty 
hunter kicks the front door in and we walk in. 
It’s like a fuckin’ family and shit and he goes 
upstairs and gets the dude. The dude’s yelling, 
“Nah, I don’t want to go!” So the bounty 
hunter says, “Yo, it’s either my way or the 
highway. Nah, fuck that. It’s my way. You’re 
coming with me!” Some gangster shit. 

What made you decide not to do it 
again? Wasn’t the money good? 

It was too sad. I never wanted to experience 
that again. To see the whole family crying 
and shit. Yo, fuck that story; this is the one we 
should use. 

Okay. 

So another time the bounty hunter said “I’ll 
give you $800.” This was the big one, the big 
score. So the bounty hunter tells me, “There’s 
this dude who’s a child molester and the way 
he covers it up is he says he’s a talent scout.” 
So this guy says he casts kids for commercials 
and shit. So the bounty hunter makes me 
hit this dude up on my Facebook, like, “Yo, 

I’m Tyler.” It was the weirdest shit. He told 
me to tell the guy I’m an amateur skater and 
I’m trying to get a role in something. This is 
before I had any sponsors. 


Jr 
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So how old were you? 

This was all when I was, like, 15. So I hit the 
molester guy up, tell him I want to pursue a 
career in acting and all this shit. This guy hits 
me back right away. He’s, like, “I want to meet 
you in person. Can I get your number so I 
can contact you easier?” So I tell the bounty 
hunter, “Fuck no, I can’t do this.” And the 
bounty hunter is, like, “If I’m giving 
you 800 dollars you have to give this guy 
your number.” 

Oh my God, dude! 

And the bounty hunter is this big-ass 
motherfucker! Dog, this guy is scary as fuck. 
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So I’m like, fuck it. Eight-hundred dollars for 
me at that age was, like, “I’m rich.” So I start 
talking to this child molester again and he 
tells me, “I want to meet up with you and help 
you out, but don’t bring your parents.” So off 
that shit alone, you know the motherfucker 
is sketchy. 

Completely. 

So I tell him to meet me at this diner. So he 
goes, gets there, gets arrested, but I never 
hear about it for, like, years. And this is long 
after I stopped working as a bounty hunter. 
Dude, years later I get a text message saying 
“Is this Tyler?” I say, “Yeah, who’s this?” 


It’s the fucking guy! He had just got out of 
jail. He’s yelling at me, like, “You fucking 
snitch, you sold me out! You sold your soul 
to the Devil! Fuck you!” And I text him back, 
“Yo, I’m still trying to kick it if you’re down.” 

No way! 

Yeah, and that was the last I heard from him. 

That story is unreal, dude. Did you ever 
think you might have been seriously 
injured trying to bounty hunt? 

Well, fuck. The first time I did it I didn’t even 
know what bounty hunting was. I don’t know 
what I was really thinking about it. I just 
heard how much money and was, like, 


“Fuck, dude, I’m down. I’m only making 100 
dollars a dog, might as well go make 800.” 

Does your mom know that you were a 
bounty hunter? 

I don’t know if I’ve ever told her. I don’t know 
if I ever mentioned the whole child molester 
thing. Nah, I for sure have never told my 
mom this, because she would trip the fuck 
out. For all she knows, I was watching dogs 
the whole time. 

What would you tell someone looking to 
get into the bounty-hunting game? 

You better run fast! Dennis Busenitz would be 
a good bounty hunter, I think. ^ 
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Opposite: Spot's a bust? Perfect! 

Yonnie switch bigspins before 
getting the boot 



Sebo, second-story nollie flip 
into the abyss 
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GMe! 


Danny Brady, grind to grind 

through a tight spot in the hills of 
LA. Beware of The Flare! 



ONE YEAR LATER AND 
WE WERE STILL PUTTING MILES 
ON THE VAN” 



In February of 2016, we once again arrived at Spike’s house for a big team powwow. 

We all passed the Academy Award around like a talking stick, as if partaking in some ancient 
ceremony (Sorry, Spike!). The peace pipe was also in rotation and people’s ideas were flowing 
as we watched a pre-screening of what was soon to be deemed The Flare. It became obvious 
that this project was really coming together. “Okay, guys, six months left to film and this thing 
is a wrap!” barked The Mez. The team all looked at each other in a I’ll-believe-it-when-I-see-it 
type of way. One year later and we were still putting miles on the van, however, this thing is 
finally ready for the world. I can only assume that this video has taken the team through every 
range of emotions imaginable. However, I’m sure there’s one thing we’re all looking forward 
to: the next time we get to go to Spike’s house and cook up a plan. ^ 
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Yeah, it’s a town south of Seattle. 

And what does Enumclaw mean? 

I think it means evil thunderstorm. I’ve heard 
a couple of other stories about the name too. 

I also heard it means an evil bird. It’s nothing 
good. I’ve never heard anything about it 
that’s good. 

But it’s a good place to live, right? 

Yeah, it’s dope over there. It’s beautiful. 

It’s amazing. You can see forever. 

And your family lives on a farm. What’s 
the worst thing about living on a farm? 

Probably not being able to skate to your 
homies’ houses. You can’t take the bus. 

It’s hard to get around. It’s hard to get to the 
city. Other than that, it’s so peaceful out there 
because there’s way less cars. 

Who do you think is the best skater to 
come out of the Seattle area? And you 
can’t say you. 

Fuck, probably Cory Kennedy. But, man, there 
are just so many skaters that have come out 
of this area that are just legendary. 

A lot of kids never get into skating 
transition. What drew you to the 
round walls? 

I used to skate this park all the time when I 
was a kid called Skate Barn and it had a big ol’ 
vert ramp in the back. And I was super young 
and I didn’t talk to many people. I mean, 


Previous spread: It'll take more Below: Simon snatched 

than an evil thunderstorm to keep this lipslide quicker than 
Bannerot from heelflippin past the a bouncer grabbing a 
rail. Rain ain't no thang fake ID 


“I’LL STRETCH AND STU 
BUT I DON’T DO, LIK 
MIKE CARROLL’S 
MORNING EXE 


S o you just woke up? 

Yeah, I just woke up. I’m a little tired 
right now. 

Did you guys go out last night? 

A little bit. We actually ended going to Black 
for a little bit. 

How old are you? 

I’m 18 but I got my homie’s ID. I cycle through 
those things. Sometimes they go every other 
week. They definitely come and go. You never 
know when they’re going to get snatched. 

You got any morning rituals, anything 
you gotta do before you go skate? 

Boil some water for the French press, then 
chill, hang out for a little bit and then go skate. 

Nothing too weird. 

Yeah, nothing too crazy. I mean, I’ll stretch 
and stuff but I don’t do, like, Mike Carroll’s 
morning exercises. 

Well — he’s got a couple years on 
you, right? 

Yeah, a little bit. I’m gonna start doing his 
exercises probably more often — aerobics in 
the morning and stuff. That would be sick. 

I heard you gotta focus on the fast-twitch 
muscles as you get older. 

How do you look after those? 

I think doing quick-step aerobic stuff. 

So you’re from Enumclaw, Washington. 
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More cars than on the farm but 
more spots too. uck knee to 
the street in CA 
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Just like graduating high school, 
this Flip was hard 


“YOU’RE SO AMPED UP TO SKATE 
BECAUSE YOU COULDN’T WHEN 
IT WAS RAINING” 


I talked to everyone that skated but I didn’t 
really fit into any crowd, so I’d just go back 
and skate the vert ramp and just pump it back 
and forth for, like, four hours. So that sparked 
the love for trying to go fast on transition. 

That was when I was a little kid. 

You’d just hide out all by yourself and 
skate the vert ramp? 

Yeah, ‘cause it was in the back corner of the 
skatepark and if you were skating the vert 
ramp you couldn’t really see other people and 
they couldn’t see you. It was pretty cutty. 

So how’d you transition into street 
skating? 

I’ve always done that too. But I don’t really 
have a favorite. I don’t like either more than 
the other. 

How did you get so good at skating since 
your hometown has such a crappy little 
park? Did you travel? 

Yeah, I used to travel a bunch with my family. 
We would do soccer tournaments for my 
sister and all sorts of sporting events and I 
would just hop in the car and try to go as far 
as I could. Every pit stop or gas station I’d try 
to look up a local skatepark and my parents 
would take me there. I’d ask every hotel clerk 
if there was a local park. 

Did you and your dad actually climb a 
mountain to help HIV victims? 

Yeah, my dad and I got offered a trip to climb 
Mount Kilimanjaro last year through the Climb 
Up So Kids Can Grow Up program. One of my 
dad’s friends was involved with it and he told 
us there were two open tickets for a trip to 
Africa. I was still in school but I just cancelled 
one of the quarters and went. We raised a 
bunch of money and that went to a new drug 
that helps clean water and helps prevent HIV. 
That was amazing. We went to Tanzania and 
spent two weeks out there. That was the trip 
of a lifetime with my dad. 

Are you still in high school or are you 
done now? 

I actually graduated about a month ago. 

That’s why I’m out in LA right now just kickin’ 


it. I’m stoked I fuckin’ graduated ‘cause that 
was hard. 

Congratulations! So you were a 
sponsored skater your senior year in high 
school, right? 

Yeah, pretty much. That was pretty fuckin’ 
dope. I was stoked that that happened. 

It was sick. 

Were you hot shit on campus? 

No, no, fuck that. I don’t like that shit. I don’t 
like telling people all that stuff. My homies 
know what’s up but the other people don’t 
know. I hate that shit. I keep it low-key. 

What does the average teenager in 
Enumclaw, WA, do to have fun, the kids 
that don’t skate? 

I’m glad I skate because a lot of my homies 
nowadays just go smoke and don’t really do 
shit. But there’s so much hiking out there. 

I love it out there, ‘cause if you can stay 
active it’s an amazing place: you’ve got hiking, 
you’ve got rivers, cliff jumping. It’s pretty sick 
in terms of outdoors stuff. It’s nice. 

How does the rain affect your livelihood 
out there? 

Yeah, the rain is gnarly. Every day you gotta 
deal with it. It’s random; you never can plan 
for it. So every day you’ll go out and try to get 
the session going and it might rain the whole 
entire day and for another two weeks after 
that or it might be dry for a whole two weeks 
and you won’t see a drop of rain. It’s super 
random. But when you get to skate you skate 
ten times harder. You’re so amped up to skate 
because you couldn’t when it was raining. 

So when you visit places like LA where 
the weather is nice year round, are you 
less motivated? 

I think a little bit out here, yeah. You get kinda 
jaded out here. You get used to sunny days 
and nice weather but you get to enjoy other 
things which is cool. Because if you’re super 
sore, it’s still nice out so you can do whatever 
you want. You don’t have to worry too much. 
But it does make you less motivated to go 
skate on a daily basis, I think. 




PERMANENTLY IN ANY SPOT 








Do you hit the beach? What do you do 
out there? 

I hit the beach every once in awhile. I’m still 
learning what to do out here. I’ve gone on a 
couple of random hikes in the Hollywood Hills 
with my homies. I like doing that. 

I know you were considering moving 
to LA after you graduated. Are you out 
there permanently or are you just 
couch surfing? 

Well, I got a spot so I’m, like, semi- 
permanently out here. I’m probably never 
going to be permanently in any spot. I’ll just 
be out here for months on end and then go 
back home for a second and say what’s up and 
then come back out here. But yeah, I’ve got a 
little room at Stevie and Yonnie’s crib. James 
Capps lives here too. 

How big is your room? 

It’s pretty damn small; it’s like a closet space, 
but it’s sick. It goes. 

It’s rad you’ve got a built-in crew. 

Yeah, it’s dope. It’s nice because we can just 
wake up and go skate together. We can just 
hop in the van straight from the house. 

Is it a skate house? Do you have a sink 
full of dirty dishes or are you guys taking 
care of the place? 

It’s the opposite. It’s a clean house. It’s so 
clean it’s crazy. 


That’s a rarity. 

I mean, I don’t mind dirty. I’ve stayed and 
chilled at my other homies’ houses in Seattle. 
I’m not afraid of a mess. But here, you’re not 
going to leave a mess, or some of the other 
homies in the house will get real bummed. 

Who’s the house dad? Who’s gonna come 
down on you? 

Probably Yonnie. But we all clean up our shit. 
It’s all good. 

What’s up with the Dolp Planet back 
in Seattle? 

There’s this indoor ramp and my homies 
live there and they always build onto it and 
remodel stuff. Like, the last thing they did was 
build a pyramid in the shower out of concrete. 

Like, a skate pyramid in the shower? 

Yeah, from the ramp there’s a little living 
area and they made a Skatelite pathway to 
the shower and in the shower they made a 
quarterpipe and it’s so fun. 

So you could be taking a shower 
and some dude could carve over you? 

I mean, you would eat shit, but yes, 
technically. 

On King of the Road , did you show up at a 
spot with the Chocolate team when Mike 
Sinclair thought were you riding for Toy 
Machine? Is that a real story? 

That’s a real story. Mike Sinclair was hooking 
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“SOMETIMES YOU WANT TO AVOID | 
MEETI NG YOUR IDOLS, BUT THESE DUDES 
ARE THE COMPLETE OPPOSITE” 


The neon sign says no waxing, so 
Simon ollies over to crooked grind 

paraffin free 


me up with boxes and then the Girl dudes 
came out to Seattle and I’d been on the phone 
with Sam Smyth. He’d sent out a box as well, 
which was already awkward because as a 
kid you never have two different companies’ 
boxes showing up at your house. And I didn’t 
want to burn bridges or anything, you know. 
But I was just, like, what the heck? ‘Cause 
I didn’t want to blow it. And then we’re at 
Garfield on King of the Road and Sinclair is 
there with the Toy Machine dudes and I rolled 
up with Smyth and those homies and that just 
kinda set it off. Kinda like, this is it; it’s dope 
as fuck; these are the people that hit me up 
when they came to Seattle; these are the real 
homies. And then I ran into Sinclair and he 
was, like, “You should come around with us,” 
and I was just so disoriented, dude, for, like, 
a day. It was so stressful. Because they were 
all nice. They were all joking, But it was so 
awkward for me as a younger dude. It was 
funny, but it was scary. 

So did you have to break the news to 
Sinclair that you were now getting boxes 
from Girl? 

Yeah, I had to break the news. Because I had 
just gotten a box from both companies. I was, 


like, “Oh, fuck.” It was sketchy. But no 
hard feelings. 

So this was all probably around the time 
that your Watercolours video part came 
out, right? How fast did things change 
after that video came out? 

Shit changed, but it honestly took a minute, 
but I wasn’t stressing about anything. We were 
just hyped. That was the first video I’ve ever 
filmed with buddies. We had a premier and 
sold out the venue. And that was crazy for us 
because we were just some kids who’d made a 
film. That video was amazing, though, because 
after that all the footage slowly got leaked out 
and everyone saw it somehow. 

Have you watched the OG Girl videos 
like Mouse and Goldfish ? 

Yeah, for sure. 

Who’s your all time favorite Girl rider? 

Just ‘cause I personally know these guys, 

Rick, Mike and Chico are gonna be my all- 
time favorites. Sometimes you want to avoid 
meeting your idols, but these dudes are 
the complete opposite. All their stuff is so 
amazing from those videos and then meeting 
the person face to face is so sick. It’s pretty 


dope. They’ll be my favorites forever. 

Are you finished with your part for this 
Lakai video? 

I’ve got a couple of last-minute things I want 
to do, a few things on my brain, but if they 
don’t get done it’s all good. I’m pretty stoked 
with some of the stuff I’ve got. We’ll see 
what it all looks like in a bit. But I’m stoked. 
Everyone’s footage is so sick. 

Was this a lot different than filming for a 
local video? Was there more pressure? 

Yeah, there’s definitely more pressure than 
just skating with my homies. I haven’t been 
on the team for that long so it’s not like I was 
the most comfortable right away filming out 
here. But it was so much fun going on trips 
that I just got used to it and now it’s so much 
fun filming out here. I think we’re about to do 
a quick trip to Mexico. We just took a trip out 
there and it was one of the most fun trips I’ve 
ever been on. It was sick. 

Gotta get those clips before the wall gets 
built. What do you want the kids to know 
about this video? 

A lot of hard work was put into it and I hope 
people respect that. It’s gonna be sick. 
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Kickflip 50-50, protected 
by the Bannerot Group 
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Could you ever see yourself riding for a 
big mainstream shoe company? 

No, hell no. I wouldn’t do that. I don’t think so. 
If anything, if it comes to that type of shit I’d 
probably just skate for fun. There’s already 
so many politics in this game, it just gets 
gnarlier when you go up to brands like that. 

It’s too much. 

So you’d just head back to Enumclaw 
and hang out on the farm? 

No, I wouldn’t do that but I’d probably escape 
to Costa Rica or something like that. 

So this is your first interview in Thrasher. 
Do you want to tell the kids out there 
anything? And don’t say, “Skate for fun.” 

Nah, I’m not going to say that. Man, I should 
tell a joke, huh? 


Jokes are good. 

Man, it’s so early and my brain is dead 
right now. 


Okay, how about this. Let’s say your 
parents pick up this magazine. 

What do you want them to read as 
your last words? 

I’m glad I graduated high school ‘cause now I 
can do whatever the fuck I want. ^ 


It’s not some video that was just produced in a 
second. It was really worked on hard, so that’s 
pretty cool. 

What’s important about Lakai being a 
skater-owned company? 

I think a skater-owned business is one of the 
most important things, just because it keeps 
you, like, knowing what’s real about skating. 

If you’re just getting fed money and there’s 
all this stuff everywhere, and it’s never been 
started from strictly skateboarding then it’s 
not a company to me. It’s just so hard to have 
respect for a company that didn’t grow up 
from skating to what they’re producing now. 

I think it’s sick that Lakai is skater-owned. 
That’s pretty dope. 
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IT'S J UST SO HARD TO HAVE RESPECT 
FOR A COMPANY THAT 
■ DIDN'T GROW UP FROM SKATING” I 


It ain't Kilimanjaro, but it's a mountain 
of kinks. Simon goes down while the 
stoke levels go up! 
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Previous spread: Over the rail 
into some heavy crust 


Below: through 

the kinkage 


A lright, what’s going down? What 
have you been up to? 

I’m finally finishing this Lakai video 
after a couple years of injuries and torture. 
Yeah, it’s finally almost done. Then just some 
Shep Dawgs stuff. 

Talking about the Lakai video, where 
have you guys traveled for it? 

Fuck, everywhere. We went down to Mexico 
a lot, which was cool. Somehow growing up 
in SD, I only went down there once or twice 
in my whole life until we started wrapping 
this video up and we went down a lot. Found 
a lot of cool spots that were kind of untapped 
and then went to Europe for a little bit. That’s 
where I got hurt, actually. That kind of put a 
hold on everything, which sucked. But it was 


pretty rad before I got hurt, skating in Italy, 
Milan and stuff. Then a lot of it is just LA/ 
San Diego area. 

So when you were in Milan and got hurt, 
what happened? 

I just tweaked my ankle super good, tore all 
the ligaments and had to get full ligament 
surgery on it. But luckily I had a really good 
doctor who did my other ankle. I did the 
same thing to that one a year and a half 
before. So he hooked me up and I was skating 
within six months or so, like, fully skating. So 
I was pretty lucky. But yeah, it was a fuckin’ 
bummer for sure. I had to fly home the next 
day. I was kind of drinking a lot of alcohol 
‘cause I was just pissed and didn’t want to 
deal with the pain. Luckily I didn’t get a blood 
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clot or anything. I had a minor blood build up in 
there but nothing too serious. ‘Cause you can get 
a blood clot from flying too soon after an injury. 

But I didn’t even think about it. I just wanted to get 
home, you know? 

So you flew home straight after your injury? 

Yeah. We went to the hospital and I just knew 
something was not right in there. I hit up my dad 
and just told him, “Hey, Dad, I think I really did 
something serious to my ankle,” and he was able to 
get me a flight through his miles because he flies 
all the time. It was pretty crazy going through the 
airport hurt like that because I didn’t have to do 
anything. They just wheelchair’d me everywhere. 

I barely went through security and then they just 
pushed me to this little lounge and it was just, like, 


“Someone will come get you five minutes before 
your flight.” And then the guy came and got me 
and it was the easiest airport experience ever. 

I was, like, “Shit, I’m gonna get hurt before every 
flight.” But yeah, luckily nothing too serious, no 
blood clots or anything. I mean, I didn’t even really 
think about it. No one really warned me either. 

I was just on a mission, like, “I’m getting the fuck 
home. I do not want to be out here just tortured.” 
My ankle was so swollen; it was insane. 

Did little Flaco get hurt out there too? 

Didn’t he have to stay behind? 

Yeah, he fell a few days after me. He hurt his hip 
really bad. And I think they forewarned him much 
better than they did me. Like, “Hey, you can’t fly 
because of your injury.” He got stuck out there 
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“IT’S COOL TO JUST 
BE ABLE TO SKATE 
WITH YOUR FRIENDS AGAIN” 






Nip-high kicklfops are easy 
with bionic ankles 

for a month and a half, just sleeping on the 
homie’s couch, couldn’t walk. That was my 
worst nightmare so when I saw him I was, 
like, “I’m so sorry you had to do that.” It 
sucks. That’s what I was dreading having to 
do so I was just hardheaded and was, like, 

“No, I’m going home,” and just went. Luckily I 
got back and everything was alright. 

That’s insane. So you have two bionic 
ankles? What did they do? 

They put some synthetic ligaments in there. 
What they do is they put plastic screws in 
your ankle and in the bones and then some 
kind of crazy synthetic fiber ligament that’s 
stronger than your original ligaments. And it’s 
crazy ‘cause it almost heals faster because 
your body doesn’t need time to heal the 
actual ligament that’s getting reattached. 

It’s just the time to deal with the trauma of 
your ankle. Once it was done, it was so tight 
afterwards I could barely move it. But once I 
started loosening it it’s been stronger than it 
ever was. It’s kinda crazy. 

Bionic bird baby. So the Lakai video’s 
about to drop. Whose part are you most 
excited to see? 

I’ve been watching a lot of it and everyone’s 
on fire. I like skating a lot with Simon. He gets 
me stoked to skate ‘cause he’s just down to 
go for it and always down to skate whatever: 
big rails, a ledge, stairs — whatever. But it’s 
gonna be a rad video. Everyone together 
flows really good: Sebo, Jon, Stevie, Yonnie, 
all those dudes. Everyone kills it. So hopefully 
it will resonate and won’t just be one of those 
Internet videos that goes by in a day and then 
you forget it happened. 


From the amount of time I’ve been 
hanging out with you guys — since 
probably Shep Dawgs 2 or 3 — it’s like 
you guys all went from being unknown 
dudes to household names and pro 
skateboarders. How did it feel watching 
that grow? 

Yeah, it’s crazy because I felt like I kind of got 
lucky and was the first one to get put in the 
spotlight in that sense for being on teams and 
stuff. I mean, I was skating and I was seeing 
how hard my friends were ripping and we 
were just making the videos. We weren’t really 
thinking about it. And then we had a premier 
for the third video and it was pretty awesome. 
There was a good amount of people there. 
Then when we started making the fourth one 
we wanted to do it through Thrasher because 
obviously that’s our favorite mag and we 
wanted it to be blasted by them. And they 


You mentioned you’ve been doing stuff 
for the Shep Dawg video. Is Shep Dawgs 
5 coming out soon? 

Yeah, we’re hoping to put it out at the end 
of this year. I didn’t really start filming for it 
‘til the end of this Lakai video because I just 
wanted to focus on that, but now that it’s 
wrapping up we’ve been skating a bunch. 

We just went to Vegas, which is just sick 
getting together with all your homies again. 
It’s been a little while since we all skated as a 
crew together just because everyone’s doing 
their own stuff. And there’s still some people 
that are working on other shit. It’s cool to just 
be able to skate with your friends again, but it 
actually is like a job at the same time. 

It’s pretty cool. 
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Hella close shave on a 
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were super down and helped out a lot. So then 
we did that premier and we were, like, “Holy 
shit,” that was the craziest premier I think I’ve 
ever been to for any video. There’s something 
about videos that are just homies and not an 
actualwv company video, you know? Kids 
like seeing other kids doing their thing. I 
mean, obviously everyone likes watching their 
favorite pros, but there’s something about 
seeing kids your age where it’s, like, “Oh shit, 
these kids are just a crew,” you know? I think it 
gets people stoked. So yeah, when we had that 
premier we were, like, “Holy shit, this has kind 
of turned into something that’s way beyond 
what we thought it was.” So it was pretty cool. 

I think that helped everyone for sure. Like 
Rowan, Kirby, AJ, T-Spliff and everyone. 

Yeah, there’s a good amount of dudes 
that are fuckin’ hitting hard right now 
from the Shep Dawgs. That’s fuckin’ sick. 
Can you talk to me about this Baker and 
Trailer Park Boys collab? 

They hit me up, like, “Hey, we’re gonna do 
this collab,” and they wanted me, Dee and 
Nuge. I’d watched the show but I wasn’t a 
diehard fan. I hadn’t seen every episode. But I 
was, like, “Holy shit, that’s awesome.” So this 
one day we were all in LA at this park doing 
a couple Baker things and they were filming 
an episode. Me and my dad were a part of 
the episode and the planets aligned and it all 
worked out all on this one day where we did a 
bunch of shit with them. It was pretty funny. I 
mean, obviously I knew who they were and I 
had watched the show, but it was a trip to just 
see them in person doing their thing. And then 
we did this little skit. I think it comes out really 
soon, actually, and somehow I got rubbed into 
kind of being an actor in it. So yeah, that was 
the whole little thing. I haven’t seen the skit 
yet, so I’m pretty curious to see how it came 
out. 

Speaking of acting, what was up with 
that Dollar Shave Club commercial? 

I met up with those dudes randomly just 
through friends and stuff. And they were really 
cool dudes and they were, like, “Hey, as a 
favor would you do this commercial we’re 
doing?” They had a bunch of other athletes or 
whatever and they were just homies so I was, 
like, “Yeah, I’m down.” I mean, I don’t really 
have a big beard but I was, like, “I’m down. 


Fuck it. Let’s do it.” Then we just met up one 
day at the courthouse ledges and just filmed 
this little thing. It was pretty cool. It came out 
pretty rad. 

Do they send you razors on the monthly? 

No, but they did send me a couple boxes of 
beard products and stuff. I guess they’re killing 
it. It seems like they’re always doing crazy shit 
so good for them. 

Your band has been coming up pretty 
hard. What’s up with them? 

Just a bunch of idiots trying to play music and 
get together to do shows and not blow it. But 
I think all the stuff we recorded will come out 
soon through a buddy who helped us put it 
out. His name’s Dave. He’s in the band Witch, 
a band that we really like, so we’re pretty 
stoked that he’s even down to put our music 
out through his label. I think one of the songs 
is gonna get used in the Lakai video. It’s pretty 
trippy. I never really thought I would have a 
band that actually had music you could listen 
to and play shows. It’s a trip for sure but it’s 
awesome. I’m stoked that we get to do it. 

With your down time you’ve been doing 
a little bit of art. Can you say anything 
about that? 

Yeah, I try to do stuff like that whenever I can 
just to pass the time and keep busy. I think 
me and my friend Dana and her friend BeBe 
are gonna do an art show. It’s just us making 
stuff that we like, just like wood burning and 
watercolor paint and stuff. I’m not taking 
myself seriously as an artist; I just like doing 
it because it’s fun and if people dig it that’s 
cool. If not, I’m not trying to come into the art 
world or anything and be, like, “I’m an artist.” 
Same sense as in the music world, I just like 
doing it because I like doing it. I’m not trying 
to outshine anyone. I pretty much just like to 
make stuff just to do it. 

1 think skateboarding is an art form 
in itself. If you can find other ways to 
branch out and do stuff, it’s just another 
way to waste time. 

Yeah, it all starts from not being able to skate. 
You get hurt or something and you just want 
to keep busy. It’s nice to be able to have that 
stuff ‘cause skateboarding doesn’t last forever. 
Your body can only take so much damage to it 
before it’s had enough. As of right now I think 
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I feel the best I’ve ever felt, but there were 
definitely points filming for the Lakai video 
where I was, like, “Dude, I think I’m done.” 
Like, my ankles are just roasted. It’s always 
weird, but I’ve learned that time will definitely 
heal most of your skate injuries. You’ve just 
got to be fuckin’ patient. That’s where the 
music and the art stuff came into play, just 
helping me not lose my mind and freak out, 
you know? 


This might be 
off the record, 
but do you want 
to say anything 
about the AYC 
thing. Are you 
off AYC? 

It’s pretty much 
just a classic case 
of you had a good 
run. I got to do 
some really cool 
stuff with them 
and stuff didn’t 
work out contract- 
wise or whatever. 
And yeah, I’m just 
stoked. I’m just 
kind of cruising, 

I guess. There’s 
some companies 
that would be 
cool to skate for 
but I’m not trying 
to put myself out 
there super hard. 
I’m just gonna 
keep skating 
and whatever 
happens, happens. 


Alright, let’s switch it up a little bit. 
What’s your favorite musical group 
right now? 

I’d probably say Earthless just because we 
went and saw them last night. They’re just 
always one of the most epic live shows and I 
hadn’t seen them play in a while. It was cool. 
It was, like, “Oh shit, Earthless is playing,” 
and we just got stoked listening to them on 
the way out to get psyched on the music. 

But when you see them live it’s fucking epic. 
Pretty much just three master musicians all 
making the sound that me and my friends 
really like, which is pretty cool. I feel like 
it’s hard to find something that’s pinpointed 
exactly to what you’re into and the sound that 
they’ve come up with is exactly what we like. 


Before I heard Earthless I didn’t really know 
what my favorite style of music was, and then 
once I heard them I was, like, “This is it.” 

You know? Like, long-jam spacey stuff. 


If you could see any band play from any 
time in history what band would it be? 

Damn, that’s a hard question. Let’s see, can I 
say three? Obviously I’d want to see Hendrix 
in his prime, ‘cause he’s my all-time favorite 
guitar player and I feel like he had a pretty 
short window 
when he was 
really doing it in 
his prime. And 
there’s obviously 
the big bands like 
the Zeppelins 
and the Sabbaths 
and stuff that 
would have been 
awesome to see, 
but there’s a 
few small bands 
like Steel Mill. I 
always thought 
that would be 
one of the most 
awesome bands 
to see live. Iron 
Claw would have 
been a pretty 
heavy one to 
see live in their 
prime too. 

I know you’ve 
traveled a lot, 
but if you could 
go somewhere 
today with 
a group of homies to skate and chill, 
where would you go? 

I’d probably have to say Barcelona just 
because I’ve only been there once a long time 
ago for a couple days and anything I see on 
the web, like on Thrasher, it just looks like a 
giant skatepark. It’s such a rad, beautiful city, 
it would be so cool to go out there with all 
the homies and kick it for a week or two and 
skate. Just ‘cause it’s so mellow there and 
there’s so much stuff to skate, it’s like you 
can’t not get footage. 


What are your thoughts on 
skateboarding and the Olympics? 

I don’t really have an opinion on it, honestly. 
I don’t really care if it is or isn’t. I feel like it 
doesn’t really affect my life and I’ve never 
really been one to have strong opinions 














I’M NOT GONNA BE THE PERSON TO START 
A PETITION AGAINST SKATEBOARDING 

HE OLYMPICS” 


towards stuff like that ‘cause I just like 
skating. And whatever — it’s gonna happen. 

I’m not gonna be the person to start a petition 
against skateboarding in the Olympics and 
get it banned. It is pretty funny because the 
other day we were skating this spot and this 
old lady was kind of vibing us out, like, “You 
can’t do that here.” Slash was with us and he 
was, like, “What do you mean? Skateboarding 
is in the Olympics. I don’t know who they’re 


gonna pick. I’ve got to train.” We were all 
laughing so hard, I was, like, “Holy shit, that 
is crazy.” You don’t see old people kicking 
out pole vaulters or whatever, like, basketball 
players or hockey or whatever. I don’t even 
know what’s in the Olympics; I don’t even 
pay attention. But it is a trip. It’s still like an 
outlawed sport but now people are going 
to be representing their countries in the 
Olympics with it. I feel like it’s a weird 


time for skating, for sure. 

It is a weird time for skating with all 
this mainstream media supporting 
skateboarding and people trying to get 
into skateboarding. Where do you see it 
all going? 

We were talking about that in Vegas, but I 
feel like it’s only a matter of time before it’s 
not cool again, right? I mean, ‘cause that’s 
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just how stuff works. I feel like skating was 
also peaking in the ‘90s then it died again 
and now it’s, like, maximum peak-age right 
now with celebrity-ism and that lifestyle, but 
when I was doing it growing up it wasn’t at 
this level. So either way, if it does die out and 
becomes not cool I’d still like to hope that I 
can do it as a job and just have fun with it. 
But for the time being it is pretty trippy. It’s 
like rappers and musicians and actors and all 


that stuff — I feel like it has a lot to do with 
the new generation of celebrities and actors 
and actresses growing up, because they grew 
up in a time where skateboarding was a little 
more common so they grew up skateboarding 
and they can do a kickflip. So now when they 
are where they are — established — they look 
up to skateboarders because that’s what they 
were into as a kid. So it’s trippy but it’s pretty 
cool. I’ve met a lot of cool people where 


I was shocked they were actually fans of 
skateboarding. It’s pretty sweet. 

Where do you see yourself in five years? 

In five years I would like to be doing exactly 
what I’m doing right now. Yeah, if I can do 
that then I’m stoked. I don’t really have too 
many more goals or aspirations I’d like to 
achieve besides just getting to do this as long 
as I can. ^ 
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3 received an Instagram message saying, “Hey, man, big fan. My band The Orwells 
are playing in SF tonight at the Great American Music Hall if you’re not busy, and 
looking for a rock ‘n’ roll show” Fuck it. Sounds rad. Awesome name and I love the 
venue. I had been at my cousin’s memorial service and a show sounded like a real cool 
time after a heavy day. I had no idea what to expect with it being a Wednesday night in the 
city. From a block away, I saw their name on the marquee. I walked in and it was a sold-out 
show! I was already blown away and I hadn’t even heard them play yet. They came out and 
fucking crushed it: jangly guitar tones, catchy bass and hard-hitting drums. It was loud, 
pure, young, raw and refreshing. I met up with the dudes after the show and their dressing 
room had shred sleds lined up against the wall. We got to talking about bombing hills, the 
road dog life and how their music is inspired by skateboarding. The Orwells rule. If you get 
a chance to see them, don’t think twice. Go! — Corey Duffel 


repeat growing up too. My 
friends and I waited for parts to 
drop the same way people wait for 
albums. Thrasher was my Rolling 
Stone. I was more inspired by 
skateboarders and the lifestyle I 
saw them living than any musician. 
It’s still like that. 

The song “Black Francis” is 
being used in an upcoming 
episode of King Of The Road, 
and you’re in the Bible. How 
bitchin’ is that? Are the teenage 
Mario and Henry tripping out ? 
Trippin’ straight fuckin’ balls! 

I can’t wait to see who throws 
down to our music. I’m way more 
stoked to be in here than any 
bullshit music publication — hard 
to find one that still covers 
stories about music nowadays. 
Anyway, pullin’ for Deathwish for 
the win KOTR. 

Life on the road can be a 
headache, but what’s better 
than traveling with friends 
to play music and ride 
skateboards in different cities? 
Are you looking forward to 
getting back to Chicago? Why 
do you stay in the Midwest 
after you’ve seen how amazing 
the rest of the world is? The hotdogs are 
tight, but fuck those winters. 

Fuck Chicago winter in its frozen ass! Its like you 
only get to really live half the year. Its fine in 
Chicago, makes traveling easier, bein’ in the 
middle and all. I could see myself getting out 
soon. It’s tough, though. We all got our own 
reasons to stick around whether it’s 
dogs, girlfriends or Italian beefs. 

We need to write together too. Emailing lyrics 
across the country just don’t sound right. I got 
the tightest career next to professionally 
skateboarding — I’m guessing — and I recognize 
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I saw you wearing Emerica shoes on stage 
and was stoked! 1 love skating and fan out 
any time 1 see a band that skates. Did you 
guys get a chance to skate around the city 
and bomb some hills before the show? 

Yeah, there was a lil’ beat up wallride spot when 
we pulled up to the venue. Some bum that parks 
his chair outside the Great American Music Hall 
starting barking at us. Somethin’ like, “Not the 
building. Jesus, take it somewhere else!” And 
while he’s bitching all these cops happen to be 
walking by to get coffee. The cops side with the 
bum, so we get moving. Marched up the hill past 
the strip joint and found a ledge goin’ downhill to 
butcher a noseslide on before sound check. 

SF is the best city in the world for 
skateboarding. Do you guys get just as 
hyped to go sidewalk surfing around the 
city as you do selling out the GAMH? 

Yeah, I’m always freaking the fuck out when I 
spot something I’ve seen in a video part. When 
we’re in LA I’m like a little fan girl looking out 
the window for stuff I’ve seen my heroes throw 
down on. I’ll take cruising around the venue 
looking for a spot to have some fun at 10,000 


times over sound check and 
green-room chilling. As far as the 
actual playing part goes, I like to 
think I’m a bit better on stage than 
on the board, so I think I’m gonna 
stick to the mic. full time. 

What came first to you, music 
or skateboarding? How does 
skateboarding influence your music? 

Skating all the way. I got my first board, a Blind 
deck in 2nd grade or something. Then, through 
skating and the crowd I got to hanging with I 
started discovering bands. I was at the skatepark 
in middle school wondering, what’s that skull 
patch all these kids have on their jackets ? Like, “Oh, 
you don’t know the Misfits, you fuckin’ dumbass!” 
So I learned real quick about bands from people I 
met at the park or video parts later on. 

Were there any video parts with songs that 
stuck out to you growing up? 

Not to kiss your ass too hard, but your 
Cataclysmic Abyss part was a big one. Ali 
Boulala’s Sorry part, Ragdoll’s Slaughterhouse 
part to name a few. Always had Baker 3 on 


that. I believed in our shit and now I’m 
fortunate enough to support ourselves and live it 
year round. 

What’s the next LP gonna be about, grocery 
shopping at the health-food store and 
buying proper furniture for the flat? 

Not sure where I said it but right now I’m not off 
the suds and BJs but we got enough tunes about 
that sorta stuff. So, you know, church and state. 
Don’t jizz where you eat kinda thing. I have no 
idea what the fuck it’s gonna be about. I know I’ll 
like it, though. If we feel like making an acoustic 
album that our fans couldn’t stage dive to then 
tough shit for them. They can stick with us or 
we’ll make some new fans. We gotta make it 
for ourselves first or I’d never wanna get up there 
and share it with everybody.^ 
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A l PARTANEN 
ERNIE TORRES 
COLE WILSON 
CHRIS LARUE 
CLINT WALKER 
CLIVE DIXON 
BOBBY LONG 
JORDAN TAYLOR 
JOHNNY LAYTON 
JUSTIN DRYSEN 
ALEX TENNISON 
RILEY HAWK 
SEAN CONOVER 
ANDY BEAUMARCHAIS 
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n 1996, the hip-hop landscape experienced a monumental shift in sound when 
^1 Dr. Octagon released its seminal album, Dr. Octagonecologyst. Crafted by Kool Keith, 
m3 Dan The Automator and DJ Qbert, the project strayed from the formulaic sound at 
the time and delivered otherworldly production. Coupled with Keith’s futuristic lyrics and 
Qbert’s impeccable scratching, it quickly became a classic. In celebration of the album’s 
20-year anniversary, the Get On Down record label has reissued it on vinyl, and 
Dr. Octagon officially reunited for two of their first live shows ever in San Francisco and 
Los Angeles. At a recent Denver show, Dan The Automator confirmed an entirely new 
Dr. Octagon album was, in fact, ready to go. Keith, Automator and Qbert took some time to 
chop it up about the reunion shows, what made Dr Octagonecologyst a breakout record and 
why Keith sometimes feels like Wolverine. — Kyle Eustice 


Doing the shows, it was exciting to deconstruct 
the record and get together. We are doing more 
in June. They turned out really well. 

Qbert : Yeah, they got sold out! I was like, really? 
All these fucking 40-year-old fans? That was cool. 
Kids came too. It was a mix of all kinds of ages. 

I didn’t know it would sell out. I could not believe 
that. I thought we definitely had something there. 


Would you consider Dr. Octagonacologyst 
your breakout record? 

Dan The Automator. Oh yeah. I mean, ultimately 
100 percent. I had done Endtroducing with 
D J Shadow, but that was all at the same time. 


Why do you think it worked that way? 

Just because it was so off the wall? 

Automator. I think yeah, but I don’t think that’s 
exactly the reason. In retrospect, it was good, but 
it was also artistically free. What I mean by that 
is it didn’t really cop to what was going on at the 
time. We weren’t rhyming over a bunch of jazz 
beats or something. When it came out, it was 
kind of like a breath of fresh air for listeners. 
People enjoyed the record, but even more so, 
other musicians really enjoyed that record and it 
really opened up a lot of opportunities. 

DJ Qbert : Everything was on a jazz tip back then 
but this was a more psychedelic tip. It was 
right up my alley because I 
used to take a lot 
of acid. 


That explains a lot. 

Qbert. Mix Master Mike came to the LA show 
and he’s, like, “Q, I used to take a lot of 
acid and ’shrooms to this album.” He’s my ; 
partner and I didn’t even know he was 
into Dr. Octagon. 1 


Did that make you confident in doing a 
second record because obviously the 
demand is so high? 

Qbert. I didn’t care if one person showed up; 

I would do 20 Dr. Octagon records. I love the 
music and the whole concept. 


How did your first ever live shows go? **V 

Automator. They were better than I thought **% 
they’d be. Basically, me and Keith have X". 
talked about it for the past couple of years, 
but I was busy and he was busy. We were talking 
about getting together, and then we did it and it 
was a nice hybrid of band and hip-hop stuff. 
When I was working on getting the show ready, 
it was interesting to me because I realized the 
whole Dr. Octagon record was a very heavy 
synth record. I didn’t realize how much synth 
was in there. It brought a whole different 
dimension to a rap record, just with the sheer 
amount of synth. Not that synths 

had never been used before, 
but it was used in a 
certain way. 


/.“Doing the shows^yy^-yj/ 
tK- it was exciting t6y£Mp> 
deconstruct the record 


* * * * * i 


Do you find you’re shy in front of a bigger 
or smaller crowd? 

Keith : Smaller crowd is more critical. They’re a 
more studying crowd. Like they came there to 
intimately study you, you know what I’m saying? 





1 read you once said you don’t even feel like 
a human being anymore. What makes you 
feel not of this Earth? 

Keith : I think people think you’re not normal; like 
you don’t go to the store and shop at the 
supermarket. People don’t think you pick up your 
cookies, milk and cereal. I think people start 
thinking you don’t gotta go to the doctor or 
something. They think you’re just living through 
aliases and albums, and your life is like some 
superhero living on top of buildings; like you’re 
Wolverine or an X-Men with all these powers. 
Some people think you’re some guy somewhere 
with green hair, green eyes and eating green food. 
After all the trips, shows and tours, people see you 
in the airport and want to take a picture with 
you. But when you get off those planes, they’re 
not going back to your reality with you. They’re 
not going with you to Dunkin’ Donuts to get a 
coffee. They just see you as an artist who has 
no problems. 


m 


What’s this new album going to sound like? 

Qbert: I scratched on eight out of the dozen songs 
on the record. There’s even a cut where Kid Koala 
and I battle each other. We just go back and forth. 
Del the Funky Homosapien is on there, too, and 
that’s all the same song. All four of us are on it: 
me, Koala, Del and Keith. We take turns battling. 
Dan was telling Del to battle Keith in the lyrics, so 
they’re really going at it. I’m trying to kill it too. 


Del has probably done a lot of acid too. 

Qbert: I hear that. He’s probably on it right now.^ 




FeSTtVAL 


JULY 15,2017 


LONG BEACH, CA * ALWAYS OPEN 


/ 



LOTTERY 


AGENDA IS A UNIQUE ONE DAY FESTIVAL EXPFRIEHCE THAT WILL INCLUDE 5D0- POP-UP SHOPS FROM TODAY'S MOST INFLUENTIAL SURF, SKATE, ANU LIFESTYLE BRANDS. 

HUE MUSICAL PERFORMANCES, LIMITED EDITION PRODUCT DROPS, ART INSTALLATIONS, PANEL DISCUSSIONS, 
SKATE CONTESTS, ATHLETE MEET AND GREETS, AND WELL AS LOCALLY CURATED FOOD TRUCKS. 


IT'S GOING TO BE AN IMMERSIVE EXPERIENCE LIKE NO OTHER 


AGENDA 


AGEUDASKDimW t FESTTVAL 1 0@ABEJIP 









Both. Always recording and making 
tapes. I like hearing different 
versions and demos of bands’ stuff. 


What’s with these latest 
recordings Marz “engineered,” 
if you will? 

She took it upon herself to get some 
recording shite and try it out. First 
g recording I’m on that I didn’t do. Came out 
I Satanic and sounds deadly. “Fear the steel” and 
“Time to die!” 


Who writes most of the songs? 

I do but Inquisitor always throws in her ideas and 
I do the same on the songs she writes. Castrator 
has some riffs coming up too. 


Give me the three important components 
that makes a bar a proper dive in your 
opinion. Like, no door on the shitter? 

Sleazy bartender, sketchy old men, piss trough. 


You ever think you’re gonna pick up a rash 
playing so many dives? 

I might be giving the rash. 


\ leeder is dive-bar metal at it’s best/worst, inspired by the 
I evil manifesting in dark corners by the jukebox. With nasty 
' guitars, raspy blackened vocals and a delivery dirtier than 
a bowl of Beer Nuts, they harness the filthiest spirits of rock ‘n’ roll. 

Even with a couple of good-looking ladies on deck strangling their guitars, Bleeder keeps 
it ugly. Their future is unknown, but it’s what they’ve done and how they did it that landed 
them on this page. The warlock churning the caldron behind all this is Digger, aka the Shit 
Wizard. I had him cough up some words on behalf of Bleeder for the record. — Sam Hitz 


Your old practice spot off the 1-5 by the 
Valero in San Clemente was an epic dump. 
You told me it was haunted. 

The hooker ghost. Apparently It was a 
whorehouse in the 70s. She was invoked through 
sleazy activity in certain rooms of the building. 

Who told you a hooker died there? 

Well, no knowledge of death. Just that it was a 
whorehouse and weird shit would happen when 
you brought chicks over and stuff. 

What’s the weirdest thing you’ve 
witnessed there? 

A painting on a canvas flying out of someone’s 
hand and sticking to the wall. 

You’re high! We’ll just leave it at that. 

Are you bummed it’s gone? 

No. It needed to be gone. Some magical and 
some terrible things went on in there. It was time 
to seal it shut. 

Is that where Bleeder was formed? How did 
that happen? Were you looking for a chick 
with skills to front it or — 


Bleeder came to life in there. I had the name 
and idea in my twisted mind for years before it 
happened. We were drinking booze at a sleazy 
bar down the street and I mentioned I had the 
best band name ever. Inquisitor got it out of me 
and was on the same page. We hit that 
studio and had our demo out in less 
than two months as a two-piece. 


Okay, you walk into a 
virgin dive and wanna 
make an impression. 
What are your three go-to 
songs on the Internet jukebox? 
Judas Priest “Victim of Changes,” Slayer 
“Black Magic” and Darkthrone “Fuck off and 
Die” if they got it. 

Say I line up a dive-bar tour from Portland 
to Vancouver, BC. Name two bands you 
would want in on the gig. 

Now you get three choices: Vomitor and Nekro 
Drunkz, Midnight and Booze Hiders or Mortician 
and Fetid. 

What’s the current status with Marz 
moving to Portland? 

Hiding in her garage dungeon, sending me riffs. 

You going to keep writing songs as Bleeder? 

Yeah, I think Bleeder’s a lifer. We’re going to jam 
out some new riffs soon as a three-piece. 


Give me a rundown of the lineup. 

Miss Castrator showed up last? 

Marz the Inquisitor on sexplorer 
guitar and vocals. Shaysted Idiot on 
punk drums. Castrator on destroyer 
bass. And I, the Shit Wizard, on bloody axe and 
vocals. Inquisitor and I recorded the first demo. 

I did drums, bass, vocals and leads. After that we 
jammed with Shaysted on drums and Castrator 
was actually there. Then we asked her to pick up 
a bass. 

You’re always giving me tapes with new 
recordings and different versions of Bleeder 
demos. You guys like recording or do you 
just like shitty tapes? 


[Some magical and 
some terrible things 
went on in there 


What’s it going to take to get you guys to 
commit to Larb Fest 4? Let’s go east. 

Pain and suffering. Let’s do it. 

Honestly, it don’t matter. Let’s see if we’ll 
make it to next week. We got nukes pointed 
at us.Final question then: Danzig and dude 
from Mortician in the Octagon, who you got 
your money on? 

Will Rahmer could knock Danzig out by looking 
at him.^ 


Is Bleeder going to make an 
official release? Oh, wait — 
wasn’t I supposed to fund one? 

1 mean, I got a guy. 

That one is in your hands now. Got 
the new tracks to try and force a 7" 
on someone. 
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/^rr n light of the recent political climate it would be surprising if we didn’t see an 

abundance of punk records come out over the next four years. Luckily, Rise Against 
was working on a new album as the current administration got elected which resulted 
in WOLVES, the bands eighth studio release with 1 1 unapologetic tracks on Virgin. 
Long-time skater and bassist since the band’s inception, Joe Principe, took some time to 
talk before playing to a massive wolf pack at the House of Vans in Brooklyn. 

— Jordan Joseffer 


coming out when I was getting into skating 
because of an ad in Thrasher. Soundgarden — 

I didn’t listen to Soundgarden but I remember 
seeing the ads for their SST record. It’s pretty 
awesome. I would buy a Thrasher and go right 
to Notes from the Underground and read 
about music. 

Vans just opened a new spot in your 
hometown of Chicago. I think these venues 
are pretty amazing. How important is it for 
kids to have an accessible place like this for 
both skating and music? 

It’s super important. I didn’t have any of that 
growing up. The only skatepark that was near me 
when I was growing up was in Rockford, IL, 
called Rotation Station and The Turf skatepark in 
Milwaukee. Those were the only skateparks in 
the area with real cement bowls. I used to see pro 
skateboarders skate there. Allen Losi, the Alva 
guys were there, so it was really cool to be able 
to do that but it’s still, like, an hour and half drive 
from Chicago. I would have to beg my mom to 
take me. 

It’s cool to see that skateboarding is being 
more recognized and cities are now 
building skateparks instead of tennis 
courts. 1 mean, the same amount of park 
space can be used by hundreds of people 
instead of two people. 

It’s poor use of real estate. Put skateparks where 
tennis courts are. 


So you’re about to play the House of Vans 
here in Brooklyn. What’s your relationship 
with skateboarding? 

I started skateboarding when i was in 4th grade 
and I’m 42 now, so that probably puts me in ’85 
or ’84. It was kind of like skateboarding first then 


much do you credit our music section to 
helping you get into punk? 

One-hundred percent. I mean, growing up in a 
suburb of Chicago, Thrasher was the quickest 
way to the music scene around the world 
because of Notes from the Underground. I got 


You guys big Cubs fans? 

You know what, I’m not into baseball at all but 
our singer Tim is a White Sox fan. He was raised 
a Sox fan but I can certainly appreciate the Cubs 
winning last year. It was cool for Chicago. 
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Pretty crazy they 
m won the 
M World Series 
W and Donald 
I Trump got 
I elected president 
^ in the same year. 
Pigs are going to 
start flying any 
minute now... 
Yeah, it’s a bizarro 
k world. 


punk rock after. I got into skateboarding because 
I literally found one on 
my block just sitting 
outside and I took it. * dm 
It was a Variflex. 


into Bad Brains because of 
Thrasher, Underdog 
which is a New 
! York Hardcore 
band. I found out ^ , 

about the Circle ' ® 
Jerks record ^ 


Having grown up 
skating in the 
’80s and 
reading 
Thrasher , 
how 






Let’s talk about WOLVES. Did this election 
season shape the album? 

Well, yeah, it’s interesting because we started writing 
the record pre-election. Our singer Tim writes all the 
lyrics and he was starting that process, then the 
election happened and he realized the lyrics he was 
working on kind of didn’t really apply to what the 
world would be in 2017, so he kind of had to take a 
step back and think about the direction lyrically, like, 
where we were going to go. 

You guys recorded it in Tennessee? 

Yeah, we recorded it in Nashville which was our first 
time deviating from Bill Stevenson from the 
Descendents and Black Flag. He recorded almost all 
of our records in Ft. Collins, CO. This was the first 
time in years that we changed things up. It was 
awesome and a little scary at times. It ended up 
being pretty cool. 

Was it weird recording such a politically- 
motivated album in a red state? Any frustrating 
interactions? 

I personally didn’t. We were a little bit out in the 
country so we were pretty secluded. But I will say 
the seclusion helped me focus on the record more. 
There were less distractions. 

One of my favorite hardcore albums is SSD’s 
The Kids Will Have Their Say. From the tracks to 
the title to the cover image of the kids running 
up the steps in DC, it’s empowering. Do you 
think WOLVES will have the same impact? 
Springa lives in Chicago! Yeah, 100 percent! It’s 
funny because as we got bigger in the mainstream 
world we still try to carry that over even in our 
slower songs. That urgency, that positive message 
that bands like SSD had or 7 Seconds or Bad Brains. 
That is so rooted in us and it’s present in WOLVES. 

I would say it’s present because it’s all we know, just 
growing up listening to all of those bands. It’s really 
important because that’s what drives us as a band. 

What can we do when it feels like nuclear war 
is looming and we have no say in it? 

All we can do is have hope and faith in humanity that 
we won’t go that way. I know it seems difficult at the 
time but I like to think that clearer heads will prevail. 
There should be enough people surrounding Trump 
to hopefully stop him. I feel like the more he’s in 
office the more Republicans around him are, like, 
“Whoa, what the fuck are you doing?” I have three 
kids and raising three kids in a world like this is scary. 
I mean, I was telling my daughter pre-elections that 
we were about to have the first female president and 
then he got elected. It blows my mind. 

Well, shitty politics does produce good music. 

Yeah, protest music. 

You guys just covered CCR’s “Fortunate Son.” 
Why that song? 

That song is so relevant today, obviously, and I think 
peaceful protest inspires change. Whether it’s 
standing outside of a business you don’t agree with 
or whatever. In it’s simplest form, voice your opinion 
and that’s all we can do and that’s how change is 
inspired. That’s how we can move forward so that’s 
why we’re always stressing that to our fans. 

Anything else you’d like to say? 

Thanks for the interview! It means a lot to me 
personally because I’ve always associated my punk 
rock roots with skateboarding and vice versa, so this 
is a big deal to me. 4 
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irst and foremost on the list of platters is a mean comp: Max ’s Kansas City: 1976 and 
K Beyond. Max’s Kansas City was more short-lived than the more famous CBGB, but it 
J# was one of the epicenters of New York punk. Originally opened in the mid-1960s, 
it developed a reputation as the underground spot, bolstered when Andy Warhol started 
hanging out there and his house band Velvet Underground played shows. It morphed into 
the emergent glam rock spot to be and hosted Marc Bolan, the New York Dolls, Bowie, 
Iggy Pop, and Wayne County, and Debbie Harry worked as a waitress. It closed in 1974, 
reopened the next year in 1975, and started hosting punk shows. Part of the amazing nascent 
punk scene was the fact that it was all over the map: longhairs hanging out with spiked hairs, 
transsexuals, artists, bell bottoms, freaks and weirdos, you name it. In a lot of ways punk 
calcified in later years — the look, and eventually a lot of the music (hardcore) — but this comp 
shows punk in its varied forms, from Wayne County (soon to be Jayne County) and the 
Backstreet Boys’ ode to Max’s to Johnny Thunders and the Heartbreakers’ post-glam 
proto slam, and plenty of obscurities in between. A lot of “bigger” or I guess “aspirational” 
bands held out on the original comp in the hopes of making it big, but this thing has its gems: 


, x , . , , . _ . . . * . - . 

■ f t * * * 4 * * * * * p • _ . * • * 

• ••••■p-*************#***" *•»•*•*•,«* * * “ . a * * * -i * * * * * • * * 

► * * ■ _ * * _ • ***.**»**** **#-• * > ' — „ A , . — ^ *_**•* 

> >“Tke high energy ginger sibling duo 

f 1 4 ■ 4 • t't lt4 •«*•***. 4 t * ^** > 4 * *"*'■* *** * * * * ~ * 

*Pt*#P*4*p * **•*»*****•••>* • * * ********* * * * 1 4 i # * * * * - 


Jimi LaLumia & the Psychotic Frogs’ “Death to Disco,” Iggy Pop’s “Rock Action,” tunes 
by Nico and Sid Vicious just before he died, Suicide, etc. The double LP is on Jungle 
Records — seek, find, buy. . . Also on the large-size platters is the new one from White 
Mystery: Fuck Your Mouth Shut. They were kind enough to send a test pressing so I don’t 
have all the info on it, but who gives a (mouth) fuck! The music’s what matters, and this shit’s 
solid. Maybe a little tighter and more pop-tinged and less heavy than in the past, but the high 
energy ginger sibling duo carry the fuck out of a tune. They’ve been kind enough to include 
some advice for their fellow fair skinned types: “Wear Your Sunblock.” Been a while since I’ve 
seen ‘em live, but if it’s a fraction of what I saw they’re stomping the shit out of eardrums and 
eyeballs... On the smaller side, Las Munjitas Del Fuzz seems to be a Doctor Explosion 
spin off — how else to explain the nuns’ habits? True to their name, it’s Spanish language fuzz- 
drenched surf-inflected garage (Doctor Explosion’s forte) and it’s on I Shit in the Milk Records, 
so it must be good. . . In the mood for something harder? The debut 7" EP by Sheer Attack is 
blistering Liverpudlian hardcore, angry and loud. Some killer shredding guitar work helps this 
one rise to the top. It’s self-titled and on Arkam Records — no signs of if their name was 
inspired by the Queen song “Sheer Heart Attack,” but that’s a ripper too for the record... 

Low end heavy and in yer craw comes the Choke Chains 7" “Cairo Scholars” on Hound 
Dawg. They’re from Michigan but I’d be damned if they’ve never heard of feedtime and the 
b-side is a Deviants cover that sounds like it’s squeezed through Lubricated Goat. Ozzie- 
style gut punch by way of former members of the Chinese Millionaires, the Dirtbombs 
and No Bails? This shit’s killer... Another one out of the Not Like You stable of classic 
hardcore, check out the Circle of the Damned 7" by Vicious Circle. They’ve been a stalwart of 
the Melbourne HC scene since 1983 (!) and this is a very limited reissue of their cassette-only 
demo from 1984. It stands the test of time and remains worthy... — Wez Lundry+ 
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SOMA's park door is a part of any proper SF skate quest. 
Marvell Despanie rises to the occasion. Photo: McGinn 





Your attention has deficit and your brain has mold. So, you might as well document the good times with some photography. 

PO Box 884570 SF, CA or photo-g@thrashermagazine.com (300dpi). 
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T-SHIRTS 
HOODIES 
JACKETS 
JERSEYS 
TANK TOPS 
SWEATERS 
LONG SLEEVES 
SHORTS 
BABYWIAR 
HATS 
BEANIES 
JEWELRY 
5r BACKPACKS 
BAGS 
POSTERS 
COLLECTIBLES 
TOYS 
FLAGS 
PATCHES 
PINS 
BUTTONS 
STICKERS 
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i KEYCHAINS 

t f DVDS 

VINYL 
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For more than 30 years, Rockabilia has offered the largest selection of music merchandise available in the world. 

For a free catalog, visit rockabilia*C0m, call (952) 556*1 121 or write: PO Bax 29 Dept, 101 ^ Charthassen, IVIN 5531 7 USA 
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SKATE ROCK 


USE A SKATE 
GO TO PRISON 


SKATEGOAT 


SKATE MAG 

S-XXL 


SKATE OUTLAW 

By Pushead 


BOYFRIEND 


SCARRED 


By Neckface^ 


HATS + BEANIES 



LOGO MESH CAP 

$19.95 Embroidered 


MAG LOGO MESH CAP 

$18.95 Printed 


FLAME LOGO SNAPBACK 

$27.95 Printed 


REE SHIPPING 


ON ANY DOMESTIC ORDERS OVER $25 ‘EXCLUDING SUBSCRIPTIONS 


ORDER BY PHONE MON-FRI 8:30AM-4:30PM PST 

1 - 415 - 671-2422 
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CREWNECKS 


SKATE MAG CREWNECK 

$39.95 S-XL 



MORE COLORS ONLINE 


PULLOVER HOODS 


BLACK AVAILABLE IN 
XXL AND XXXL 
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SKATE MAG 

$59.95 S-XL 


FLAME LOGO 
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SKATE AND DESTROY 

$59.95 S-XL 


I SKATEGOAT 

1 $59.95 S-XL 





YOUTH SKATE MAG 

$19.95 Youth XS-L 



VISIT US ONLINE 24 HOURS A DAY 7 DAYS A WEEK AT 

RASHERMAGAZINE.COM 0R - 


ORDER BY PHONE 1-415-671-2422 BETWEEN 8:30AM 
AND 4:30PM PST. WE ACCEPT MOST MAJOR CREDIT CARDS. 
ORDERS MUST BE PLACED BY CARDHOLDER ONLY. 


^UnPTUPAQIJPDMAftA7IMC rnu 





LOGO PATCH 

$2.00 


SKATE AND DESTROY 
2 PACK OF SOCKS 

2 Pairs For Only $ 16.95 


SKATEBAG DUFFLE 

- Adjustable padded shoulder strap 

- Wet/Dry compartment 

- Embroidered logo 

- Skateboard straps 

$ 55.95 


DIE CUT LOGO 

$ 0.70 


FLAME 

1 Small $ 0.60 
Medium $ 1.00 
Large $ 1.50 


SKATEGOAT WALLET 

Made With Real Leather 

$ 34.95 


0n jnyDomestk 
Orders Over $25 

•fttMing Subscription, 


SKATE AND 
DESTROY 

Small $ 0.50 
Medium $ 0.70 
Large $ 1.00 


LOGO 

Mini $ 0.35 
Small $ 0.50 
Medium $ 0.70 
Super $ 1.00 


“TRASHER” KOOZIE 

Artwork By Mark Gonzales 

$ 2.95 


SKATEGOAT BLANKET 

50-inches x 60-inches / 100% Polyester / Cozy as fuck 

$ 59.95 


2lMJ 
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PLEASE CHECKSHOP.THRASHERMAGAZINE.COM FOR 


ORDER BY PHONE MON-FRI 8:30AM-4:30PM PST VISIT US ONLINE 24 HOURS A DAY 7 DAYS A WEEK AT 

1-415-671-2422 0R - SHOP.THRASHERMAGAZINE.COM PLEASE NOTE ALL PRICING SUBJECT TO CHANGE AT 


CHANGE AT ANY TIME 




Get 25% off your purchase at www.DimeBags.com with coupon code: 25thrash 



RIP IN PEACE 

NOAH SALASNEK 

1970 - 2017 


n April 19, 2017, we lost one of the most influential 
snowboarders of all time, Noah Salasnek. His passion for 
snowboarding was only outweighed by his love of 
skateboarding. I had the pleasure of living and traveling with Noah 


and those are times I will never forget. I met Noah through 
skateboarding, and we always said, “You meet the best people 
through skating.” His influences and our memories will never be 
lost. Thanks, Noah, and thanks skateboarding. — Aaron Vincent 
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Welcome to the Team! 


Product of Societ 

POLITICBRAND.COM 



NATIONWIDE WHOLESALE DIST. 


WWW.EASTERNSKATESUPPLY.COM 
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THEGOODWORTH.COM 




As witnessed in this very issue, the new Lakai 
vid should be Flaring across your monitor — or 
better yet, reeling through your VCR — as you 
read these words. The Girl Films’ legacy is in 
good hands with a stacked team of rippers and 
Federico Vitetta steering the audio-visual ship. 
Vids come and go, but this one will definitely 
make it onto the shelf. 

Lotta collabs colliding in the cosmos: Baker 
recently teamed up with the Trailer Park Boys, 
releasing some co-branded boards for 
Nuge/ Bubbles, Riley 
Hawk/ Julian and Dee 
Ostrander/Ricky. Peep 
the skit online for some 
weed-induced hilarity. Other 
Baker biz. includes a 
collection with DC, 
celebrating both brands OC 
roots. Hey, if it works for 
C-Killa, it’s gotta be good. 

Fans of the hyphy lifestyle 
can now grip their decks with 
some Mac Dre tape, courtesy 
of the gang at Grizzly. Hella 
softgoods too. Etnies and Flip 
shook hands over a Matt 
Berger colorway on the 
ever-popular Jameson SL. How do 
you say “good looks” in Canadian? 

And Lakai and Sebo Walker teamed 
up on a custom Krooked kolorway for the 
Griffin model. All eyes on the yellow fellow. 

And speaking of Lakai and Krooked, Rick 
McCrank is now fully on Lakai (according to a 
team-page query and a call to the TM), as well as 
being the most recent recipient of a Krooked 
guest model. How’s that for cranking it up a 
notch? In other guest-model news, have you seen 
that Freddy Gall FA deck yet? If not, better 
hurry. That thing won’t last long on the ol’ rack. 

Vegans rejoice! Etnies conversed with Ryan 
Lay and came up with a Jameson HT model that 
is 100-percent animal-cruelty free. The Sheep- 
inspired shoe no doubt has Ed smiling 
somewhere under or on the HB pier. 

Daewon Song was just graced with his very 
first signature adi-ease colorway for adidas, 
which follows hot on the trail of the Marc 
Johnson Carolina Blue Matchcourt midtop. 
Pantone 542 never looked so good. 

Team time: Nora Vasconcellos and Alexis 
Ramirez on are now spinning their ’thane with 
Bronson bearings. Jack Fardell has parted ways 
with the panda party at Enjoi and is now on 
SOVRN. Not the Sovereign Sect, mind you, 
something else entirely. Joey Pepper has 


Dr. Z is always read to fork some shit up 


ended his deck-less days landing at 
Politic, where he joins fellow East 
Coast heavyweights Quim Cardona, 

Danny Renaud and Dave Caddo 
(to name a few). Much radder than 
the actual political climate. And last 
but not least, Jake Anderson is now 
part of Austyn Gillette’s clothing 
brand, FORMER. Laundry day just 

got that much sweeter. 

If you were skipping school and 
thought you saw Greg Lutzka on 
The Price is Right, you weren’t 
tripping. Well, you might have 
been... Gregory and his folks, Jeff 
and Lori, ended up on stage with 
Drew Carey and the whole thing 
was totally fedora-ble. 

The Atlanta skate scene needs 
your help to save their 
DIY skatepark. A 
recent fire alerted 
authorities to 
the park’s 
existence and 
now local 




tfj skaters are 
M petitioning 
Jp to make 
r the park 
legal and to get the 
“DO NOT ENTER” signs 
removed from the premises. 
Jump online and sign the 
petition at change.org. 

Only takes a 
second to 


hook the homies up. Google that shi... 

Fans of fun: King of the Road will be barreling 
into your living rooms, laptops and cell phones 
starting June 8th. Full episodes on Viceland and 
free webisodes on thrashermagazine.com. 

Never satisfied with the status quo, Gonz has 
spent the past nine months developing the 
Krooked Pure Evil Beemer shape: a 10.75” wide 
deck that’s perfect for hard cutbacks and, if you’re 
Tyshawn Jones, nollie flips. Only 300 made, so 
get one while the gettin’s good. 

What do Shane O’Neill, Guy 
Mariano, Kenny Anderson, Andrew 
Reynolds and AVE all have in 
common? They’re brand 
ambassadors for Villager coconut 
water, which is the first athlete- 
owned start up to offer chocolate- 
flavored coconut water to the 
children of the world. Hey, beats a 
warm Busch, that’s for sure. 
Upcoming vids truckin’ onto the 
Thrasher site: Indy’s Pedal to the 
Metal, Shake Junt’s Flavor Country, 
Almost’s 3am vid, a visual treat from 
Pyramid Country and a little taste 
of Brazil via New Balance, 
which you can read 
about in this mag 
you’re holding 
right this 
second. 


'here’s a good chance Lacey Baker will no longer be 
clocking in at the coffee shop, as she was recently swooshed 
^ up by Nike SB, joining her fellow openly-gay friend and 
general badass, BA on the team. Trump may still be in the White 
House, but the tide’s still turning. Good on you, SB. 


HELLO 1 GOODBYE ^ 






“Can you be a racist if you’re 
Italian?” — Tyler “Manchild” Pacheco 
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“I couldn’t be a GX dude; I can’t bomb hills.” 
— Trevor McClung 

“Does Deluxe do wheels?” — Barney Page 


PRACTICAL 
JOKES; 




Playing practical jokes on people is awesome. 
Here’s some you can pull on your skate homies. 

• Replace 
one of their 
wheels with 
a powdered 
donut just 
before the big contest 

• Hide a semi-fresh dog turd 
inside their helmet padding 

• Swap out their bearing lube 
with Super Glue 

• Send their sponsor-me tape 
to a micro-sized condom 
manufacturer 

• Get them a subscription to 
transworld 

• Replace their wax puck with a 
urinal cake 


• Skate stop 
their mini-ramp 
coping in the 
middle of the 
night 


• Sell their soul 

to Baphomet in exchange for a 
buttery tre flip and a track suit 

• Hack their Insta account and 
change their handle to 
@fleshlight_fanboy 

• Marry their mom and have a 
kid with her that skates better 
than they do 



“My dog lives a better life than I do.” 
— Zered Bassett 

“I ordered the vegetarian burrito 
with meat.” — Dustin Dollin, always 
a rebel 


“I didn’t really find myself until 
New Year’s Eve 2018.” 

— Tyson Peterson 

“I can’t wait to time travel.” — Cody Green 

“I’m real excited to shoot my first Trujillo photo.” 
— Dan Z 


“Lemme get a bottle of wine with a 
side of auxiliary cord.” — Miles Silvas 
at a club playing shitty music 





“Is snowboard heaven different than skateboard?” 
— Jake Phelps 

“Bump to bars don’t boost me.” — Bobby Worrest 

“Anything is sackable if you’re shit 
enough.” — Dane Burman 

“Sometimes I need to tame the inner 
dragon while I’m skating.” — Cole Wilson 

“You shoot any of those cover style?” 

— Nyjah Huston 



gK8 COACH’S 


“Greco skating in a 
tie? 1 can appreciate 
pride in one’s 
appearance, but 
that’s a got-dang 
choking hazard!!” 




DROP IN 

What’s coming down 
the pipe this month... 


Atlanta Slamma 

Southern Fried Carnage! 


Lutzka on The Price 
is Right 

Hope he won 
a shoe sponsor 


Lacey on the Swoosh 

Sheboarders over the world, 
unite and take over 


Ryan Lay’s vegan 
Etnies 

Good for eggplants, terrible i 
stale fish 


Riley off 
the Yacht 

He’s a rocker, 
not a docker 


Am Scramble 2017 

Next year’s pros — today! 


Mikey Taylor 
off DC 

He’s still smiling, 
but it’s getting 
harder 


Rick Howard on 
the cover 

A Canadian? Aboot time, eh! 


Greco skates in 
suit and tie 

Because chaps 
and a vest would 
just be silly 


Baker’s new ams 

Tallest, smallest and rawest 


On Gravette, these colors don't run — 
they F'n grind! 


Noah Salasnek RIP 

A skater on the snow, he will 
be missed 
















First real skateboard: A Blind board 


Lil B or OP Dirty Smolik: 

They both my Gs 


Words to live by: Never give up 
and follow your dreams 


First vid: Circa It's Time 


Guilty pleasure: Starbucks 


202 thrasher 


Musical genius: Charles Bradley 


ALEXIS* 
RAMIREZ 

Age: 19 Favorite food: Pizza 

^jometowiu^anDi^^^^^^^^ BDream car: Hyped ornm^ ionda 

Sponsors: Sk8 Mafia, DC, JSLV, Tattoos: None I 

Slappy’s Garage, MOB, Thunder, Spitfire, 

Quantum hardware, Bronson bearings w 0 rst trend: Pink clothing 


Favorite skater: Everybody who skates 


Social media handle: Alexis_sm41 


TJ or LA: TJ got spots 


Switch front feeble 






























POWELL? PERALTA 







“Hey, Riley, tell Chin we said hi ” 


TABLETOP TWIRL 

His pops nudged 'em from the nose 
but Riley Hawk twists 'em from the 
tail — nosegrind tail-grab finger flip. 

Hey, Riley, tell Chin we said hi ^ 
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Townley 


welcome5katebo3rds.com 


Kickf Up 

Photo: Alex Papke 
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JUSTIN FIGUEROA 




CHECK OUT YURI. FRAN, AND TYSON IN 3AM VIDEO AT THRASHERMAGAZJNE.COM 









